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BIRDATﬁON '89 HITS THE HIGH NQTES.
Art Wiseman

BIRDATHON '89 was a great success, socially as well as financially.
Everyone agreed it was great fun and with all the birds to count
they didn't even notice the light morning rains. Even the picnic

dinner of hot dogs, baked beans and cole slaw, when shared with
friends, was outstanding.

The competition was friendly but intense. As the teams returned to
to Farbach-Werner on Saturday for the check-in, they wouldn't even
reply to a friendly,

"How did you do?"

The total number of species that each team observed over the 24 hour
BIRDATHON '89 period was kept secret until the official listings
revealed the winner. At first it looked like it would be a repeat of
BIRDATHON '88 in which the University of Cincinnati had been the

- winner, with the Cincinnati Museum of Natural History and the
Cincinnati Nature Center closely following. But this year a suprise
was in store. The winners, with 156 recorded species, was the Oxbow,
Inc. #2Z team of Paul Wharton and Joe Bens. The #2 team had been a
recently formed team in which each partner had had free time to scout
the best territories and to get their rare birds "all in a row."
UC was second with 152 compared to their winning 134 species last year.
The GOLDEN STARLING AWARD flew from the hands of Dave Styer and Steve

Pelikan to the shoulders of Paul Wharton and Joe Bens where it will
perch until BIRDATHON '90.

The real winner, of course, was Oxbow, Inc. through the financial
contributions of all those who pledged to support their favorite
birder or team. Although all of the pledges have not been received
as of this printing, it seems probable that the estimate of $12,000
will be exceeded. BIRDATHON '89 receipts go into the land acquisition

fund and will be used to secure the 189 acres which Oxbow, Inc.
recently contracted to purchase.

Incidently, if YOU have not made a pledge there is still time. Send
yvour check marked "BIRDATHON '89" to Oxbow, Inc., 2073 Harrison
Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45214. Contributions received have ranged from
$3"OO to $312.00 and are tax deductible.

The tremendous success of BIRDATHON '89 was due to the enerqy expended
by the people involved. Oxbow, Inc. wantg to thank all of our members
and their friends who so generously contributed. Many, many pledges
were received, ranging from 5¢ to $2.00 per species. Thank you for
your support.

We especially wish to thank the SPONSORS who entered teams and collected
their pledges to share with us. They did a terrific job!

Continued, next pade.




Con't.
A SPECIAL THANEKS TO -

FRITZ HAAS - who designed and produced our exclusive BIRDATHON '89
T-shirts.
BEST DESIGN -who printed the T-shirts to Fritz's specifications.

KEN FULMER - our "chef", who had the know-how and eguipment to grill
the hot dogs, supply the ice for the drinks, paper plates,

napkins, etc., and for his helip with numerous other
details.

BILL & ANN MORING - for setting up the dinner on time and their help
on the "clean-up detail" afterwards.
SUBWAY SHOP, 115 E.McMillan Street and owner, DICK WELLS who

contributed the potato chips and other snacks for the
dinner.

WANDA APGAR - who contributed all the checklists used by the birders.
HAMILTON COQUNTY PARK DISTRICT - who donated the use of Farbach-Werner

Nature Preserve facilities for the tally and picnic
dinner.

ART & JINNY WISEMAN - for the BIG J0OB of organizing and overseeing
a successful BIRDATHON '89.

THANKS TO ALL WHO CONTRIBUTED !

How to use this list

Teams and participants are listed in the order in which they finished.
On the fcllowing pages the checklist of species is each marked on the
left hand side showing the number of teams reporting a sighting.

"A" designates a species seen by all of the teams. Birds reported by
three or less teams carries the sighting TEAM NO. on the right after
the species name.

e TOTAT,

SPONSQOR ' TEAM SPECIES FINTISH

Oxbow, Inc. Team #2 "Fire & Brimstone Birder's Guild" 156 1
Paul Wharton and Joe Bens.

University of Cincinnati - David Styer, Steve Pelikan 152 2

Duncan Everett, Lyla Messick,
and Joanne Olman.
Museum of Natural History - “The Bird Rangers" id6 3
Bob Kennedy, Earl Thirey,
Petexr Whan, Debbie Quilligan,
and Sandy Leeson.

Audubon Society of Qhio - "The Pro's from Dover." 138 4
Ned Keller and Jay Stenger.

Cincinnati Nature Center - "A Team" Bill Creasey., 131 5
Dave Helm, and Jim Anno.

Cincinnati Nature Center - "B Team"” Elmer Bomkamp, 125. 6
Darlena Graham, and Jenny Lanham.

Cincinnati Bird Club - "The Crepuscular Crew.” 123 7

Dave Dister, Paul Payne, and
Norm Walker.
Cincinnati Nature Center - "#4 Team" Steve Bobonick, 117 3

Carolyn Keck, and David Brinkman.

Continued, next page.



Con't. TOTAL

SPONSOR TEAM SPECIES FINTISH

Wolf Track Outfitters - "The Bush Thrashers® 112 9
Carol Thurman, Pat Quackenbush,
James Mundy and Tom Bordgeman.
Cincinnati Zoo - "Junior Zoologists Club" 106 10-A
Stan Rullman, David Stark, Ryan Keene,
Brandon Kramer, and Barry Wakeman.

Raptor, Inc. - Fritz Haas, Bill Moring Susan Wilk- 106 10-B
inson, and David Quiliigan.
Oxbow, Inc. Team #1 - "The Geriatric Gents & a Juniocr"106 10-C

Karl Maslowski, George Laycock, Will Harbaum,
and Jerry Meyers.

Finneytown Flying Fortune Seekers - Jerry Lippert, 103 11
Gary Hunt, and Erich Baumgardner.

Cincinnati Nature Center - "C Team" John Seymour, i00 12
David Wilson, and Susie Ridgeway.

Cedar City Waxwings - William Mc Gill and two friends 88 13

from Lebanon, OH.
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UNSPONSORED INDIVIDUAL PARTICIPANTS.

Charles Saunders 120 -
Rich Peckham 110 -
Sister Marty Dermody 107 -
The Stanley Team -~ Bill & Tammy Stanley, Chris 101 -

Blatz, Jerry Carter, Cathy,
Johnathon & Christofer Mason.

Ruth Hill and Carol Kennedy 100 -

Bill Bocklage 100 -

David Cody 86 -

The Lecons - John and Sarah Leon 82 -

.Greg Mende'll Y E R R T T TR E TR XN 78 -

IT'S T-SHIRT TIME AGAIN! | t%qs

: : , &0

A new supply of the Charlie Harper designed Wood Duck Qsﬁﬁ“SLaﬂgy"Z%,
T-shirts are available in all sizes from youth to XXL. ‘Q§ P Co. °

Allow for slight shrinkage. Shirts are 50/50% cotton
and polyester, printed in blue and black.

Be sure you have one or more in your wardrobe for the
summer season. They really attract attention! Remember,
every time you wear one, you are promoting Oxbow, Inc.

S ol
HOW TO ORDER ETHE OX®

T-shirts are $8 for members and $10 for non-members. There is a §$2
charge for postage and handling per mailing address. Call 481-4302

or send your order to Oxbow, Inc., 2073 Harrison Avenue,
Cincinnati, OH 45214.
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Geal - We are inching closer to
: acheiving our monthily
fundraising goal. May's
total missed by $9,000
while June's total is
Goll $7,000 short. It would be
better to be OVER the
goal instead of under....

I:ﬂ, g Gan

A challenge-grant from
someone out there would
certainiy be a big boost
right about now....

CAMPAIGN

_ B A11 BTRDATHON '89 pledges
‘ ' : have not yet been received.
PleaseHdp — ) Please don't put off
: honoring your pledge -
send in your check....
(If you did not pledge,

there's still time to mail
one in.)

Goal,

Z8

July is a BIG MONTH!
It is the half-way mark
to our $200,000 goal.

36| JU| | Bt | T, | P
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MEMBERSHIP DRIVE.
Don't forget - "EACH ONE BRINGS ONE!" Our membership drive
needs your effort to reach our goal of 1,000 members by the end
of 1989.
Currently, the figure stands at just over 800 members. If your
membership is due to be renewed, stay with us. Think about renewlng

at a higher level. Send a little extra towards our $200,000 goal.

Each member is important and necessary to continue the progress
Oxbow, Inc. is making in protecting the Oxbow. Don't wait... renew
your membership today and bring that extra person in with you!



THE HAMILTON COUNTY PARK DISTRICT has furnished Oxbow, Inc.a map of
Shawnee Lookout Park which depicts 200 acres on the east side of the
Great Miami River as part of Shawnee Lookout Park. The new map below
shows a more accurate picture of the current size of the park in the
Oxbow area. The new map designates this area, owned by the park, as
Uhlmansiek Wildlife Sanctuary and drops the 200 acres from "property
to be purchased.®

The May-June, 1989 WETLAND MATTERS overstated the Park District's
policy and plans. To correctly state the Park District's position,
WETLAND MATTERS is printing a recent letter to Norma Flannery,
President, from James A.D. Geier, President of the Board of Park
Commissioners which outlined the Hamilton County Park Distriet land
acquisition policy:

++»."By law, decisions on land acquisitions by the Park District may
be made only by a favorable vote of the Board of Park Commissioners.
Although the Park District staff is currently studying the
possibilities of acquisitions in the Oxbow area, no decisions have
been made up to this date by the Board of Park Commissioners.

The Board and staff of the Park District commend the officers and
members of Oxbow, Inc. for their on-going dedication to the conservation
of this unique wetlands area.

A primary function of the Park District is the conservation of the
natural resources within Hamilton County. We, therefore, have a deep
interest in the Oxbow, as well as in dozens of other areas throughout
the county, where conservation and preservation are egually important.

The Park District intends to continue its study of possibilities
to preserve lands in the Oxbow and will welcome your suggestions,
advice and cooperation.

When opportunities to acquire land in the O0xbow or elsewhere
present themselves, the Board will carefully consider each proposal
on its merits in accordance with our obligations to all of the
citizens and taxpayers of Hamilton County. As future land
acquisitions are completed, they will of course, be announced publicly.™
N
Sincerely,
James A.D. Geier, President
Board of Park Commissionerg
Hamilton County Park District

KEY:

Wood Duck Slough - 27.5 acres. O0xbow, Inc.
NEW - 189.82 acres. Option to purchase.
o Oxbow, Inc.

. 18.4 Ohio acres. ODNR. Option to purchase

. 6.9 Indiana acres. IDNR.Option to purchease



OXBOW, INC. WETLANDS SEMINAR

A SHARING OF WETLANDS INFORMATION

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 1989

0 x B 0 W , IDC. Location: Farbach-Werner Nature Preserve

Save the Oxbow Society Hamilton County Park District
Poole and Colerain Roads (Rt. 27)
Colerain Exit of I-275 NW of Cincinnati

0xbow, Tnc. will Program: 9:00-9:30 AM EDST

sign-in and continental breakfast
host a wetlands

seminar on Sept 9:30-12:30
tha pt. Speakers and slide presentations from:

23, 1989 for an -Ohio Department of Natural Resources

. -Indiana Department of Natural Resources
interchange of -Ducks Unlimited
information on -Beavercreek Wetlands Association
local wetlands. ~Oxbow, Inc.
It will provide a 12:30-1:00 PM

. i \ Boxlunch (roast beef, turkey, or ham sandwich,
fine oppo;tunlty potato chips, coleslaw, fruit, brownies,
to learn more about iced tea or cider)

the importance of 1:00-4:00 PM

Optional field trips to the Oxbow area
what is being done (wear field clothes and bring bincculars)
Carpools can be arranged

our wetiands and

to protect them.

Plan to attend! Registration: *Required by September 1, 1989%

Limited to the first 125 received
Registrations must

Send $15.00 check (includes breakfast,
be made by Sept. lst, boxlunch, and optional field trip by car)
and are limited to to:
the first 125 received. Oxbow, Inc.

2073 Harrison Ave.
Cincinnati, OH 45214

Fill out the registration Mark envelope and check "Wetlands Seminar"
form and send it with Indicate intention to participate in optional
fternoon field trip.
: , today. a : P s
your check, today Be sure to include your mailing address.
Registration will be acknowledged by postcard.

REGISTRATION: {detach here)
NAME ) ADDRESS
CITY ] STATE . ZIiP PHONE NO.

I - WE WILL ATTEND THE AFTERNOON_FIELD TRIP. YES NO




FIELD NOTES

Rain had fallen most of the day on May 15th, but by 6 p.m. it
was clear and the sun had come out to light the flooded Oxbow area.

With the Ohio River stage at 45 feet, the Oxbow lake and surrounding
fields were flooded and the walk was a short one down towards the-lake.
Double-crested cormorants were at the lake and some were perched in
trees, wings spread, for drying.

Under I-275, behind the little cemetery we could see the flocded
fields along the Great Miami River. With the soft light from the late
evening sun, the view was beautiful.

There were seven great egrets, several great blue herons, a few
cattle egrets, a flock of 20 Canada geese, mallards, noisy killdee;,
greater and lesser yvellowlegs, several semipalmated and black-bellied
plovers, and ruddy turnstones being watched over by turkey wvultures
lazily floating in the evening dusk. The plovers and turnstones.
called for more than one look through the scope. They were beaut}ful,
in full breeding plumage. We saw common and Caspian terns, some in the
fields, others diving for their supper. There must have been a thougand
gulls in the area. At times large flocks would take off in a fgar fiight,
only to circle and land again. Most were ring-billed and herring gulls,
but we did see Bonapart's gulls also. At times the sights and sounds
were more reminiscent of a sea coast than the riverbottoms in southern
Indiana and Ohio.

It was a nice evening to be afield.

Morris Mercer.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! ! |

Volunteers are needed to work the Oxbow, Inc. booth at the
WILDLIFE WEEKEND, Saturday and Sunday, August 26th and 27th at the
Cincinnati Botanical and Zoological Gardens.

Workers will be asked to volunteer for three-hour shifts
between 10 A.M. and 5 P.M. either, or both, days. You will acdquaint
people with Oxbow, Inc., convince some to join, and sell them on
their "need" for a Charlie Harper, Oxbow, Inc. T-shirt. There will

be a member from the Board of Trustees present at all times to
field the tough questions.

Entrance to the Zoo is free and you can visit the animals when
you've completed your shift. Call Ned Keller, 513-941-6497 and tell
him the times you would 1like to work.

Please join us - it's fun!




Meetings

TUESDAY, JULY 11TH, 7:30 P.M. Cincinnati Zoo Education Building.
Enter through the Exit gate on Erkenbrecher Avenue.

"VOLUNTEERS FIND WORK FRUSTRATING, REWARDING.", read the
Enquirer heading describing the work being done by people from
across the country who came to Prince William Sound in the wake

of the EXXON oil spill to c¢lean birds and sea otters brought
into the Valdez rescue center.

Tonight, Bea Orendorff gives us a
close-up and personal look at what
she experienced during her stay in
Alaska. This will be a program you
will not want to miss!

Come early and get a good seat.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 8TH, 7:30 P.M. Lawrenceburg Public Library.
Turn left off of U.S. 50 onto Walnut Street. Turn right onto
High Street. The library is on the right side of High Street.

Bonnie Fancher will present a special showing of
"AMERICA'S WETLANDS." This program is a VCR production
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Field Trips

MONDAY, JULY 10TH, 7 P.M. Meet at the 50's Root Beer parking
lot, U.S. 50 and I-275 Lawrenceburg-Greendale Exit for an
evening walk around the 0xbow. Dave Styer will be the leader.
He will be looking for shore and wading birds and Dave
usually finds what he's looking for.

Dave Styer. 513-772-4395

MONDAY, AUGUST 21ST, 6:30 P.M. Meet Morris Mercer in the 50's

Root Beer parking lot, U.S. 50 and I-275 Lawrenceburg-Greendale

Exit. Morris always finds something exciting. Join him for
an evening stroll at the Oxbow.

Morris Mercer. 513-941-2534

“"MOVING?

Make sure your WETLAND MATTERS newsletter goes with you,

Name

New Address
Old Address City/State! Zip
Ciry/State! Zip
. Effective Date

Mail to: Oxbow, Inc. 2073 Harrison Ave Cinti, OH 45214



Corporation Officers

President, Norma Flannery 513-471-8001
Vice President, Rick Bramstedt 812-438-2129
Secretary, Bonnie Fancher 812-438-3641
Treasurer, Art Wiseman 513-481-4302
Agent, Dave Styer 513-772-4395
Committee Chairpersons
Fund Raising, Greg Mendell 812-926-1966
Preservation, Ned Keller 513-941-6497
Programs, Judy Bramstadt 812-438-2129
Research, Kaniaulono Meyer 513-948-8630
Speakers' Bureau, Kaniaulono Meyer 513-948-8630
Volunteer Coordinator, Cay Tuck 513-631-5933
Editor
Norma Flannery _ 513-471-8001
Oxbow, Inc.

A non-profit organization formed by conservation groups and concerned citizens of Ohio and Indiana for
the purpose of preserving and protecting a wetlands area known locally as the Oxbow, Hardintown, or
Horseshoe Bottoms, from future industrial development and to preserve the existing agricultural flocdplain
at the confluence of the Great Miami and Ohio rivers for usa as a staging area for the seasonal migrations of
waterfowl. This is an agricultural area rich in geological, archaeological, and anthropological history.

Help us save this unique wetland. You can make your state a richer place in which te live by helping us
preserve this precious resource.

Membership in Oxbow, Inc. is salicited and encouraged.

Individual 310 Organization/Club $25 Comerstone  $250
Family $15 Supporting $50 Sponsor $500
Contributing $25 Patron $100 Benefactor $1000
Mail to: OXBOW, INC. 2073 Harrison Avenue Cincinnati, Ohio 45214

Need A Speaker? GiveUs ACalll | oroanizarion

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

CINCINNATI,OH

PERMIT NO. 7271

Oxbow, Inc.
2073 Harrison Ave.
Cincinnati, OH 45214




