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.....by Mall Stenger

"Birding huh'l That seems kinda slrange". were the
exact words of the judgrnental policeman frorn a small town in
southwestem Tennessee. I had been pulled over (so I was told)
because my tags had come back "unlisted". I suspect it had
more to do with boredom and the fact that nressin' with a Yan-
kee seemed like a good way to spend a Thursday evening. Be-
fore it was all said and done my car was searched for, well...
anything they could find to arrest me for and the two officers
Ieft, obviously disappointed that they didn't get to cuff this
Yankee birdwatcher and haul me off to the big house fbr being,
"kinda strange". I rnust adrlit that on some level we birders can
be kinda strange. That cop didn't even know the half of it, l ike
the time I drove to Florida. not for the beach. but to visit the
Brevard County Landfll l  to look at gulls or the visits to count-
less sewage treatment plants around the country or the 24 hour
birding marathon I'd participate in.

One moming last August I stepped barefoot onto the
sandy earth of northern Michigan, the piney scenl of the north
woods overwhelrl ing my senses. As the sun rose I slipped on
my back pack and wirndered off into the lbrest. For l0 days I
sought to find some kind of noble truth in the counsel of the
north woods. Afler retuming home and thinking about what l 'd
learned, I did the only reasonable thing I could. I quit my job,
gave away or sold nearly everything I owned and cashed in my
retirement. "There" I dared myself, "you now have no choice
but to make this happen". A few times I doubted whether or not
the north woods was lhe very best counselor but having never
been led astray by her I began planning, not in the traditional
sense, I have no use or t ime tbr pouring over volurnes of
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For Lack of  a Green-winged Teal  (BIRDATHON 201l)
.....by Jon Seymour

It was a major disappointment. No one saw a Green-
winged Teal during the 20 I I Birdathon. For that malter no one
saw a Yellow-bell ied Sapsucker or a Least Bittern. All three
species have been seen rather regularly on previous Birdathons.
They were never comrnon but they had been tallied. The rea-
son that this was so disappointing is with just one more species
our composite tally from all the teams would have been 200
species. We were just one species shy of the coveted number
with a composite total from our 2l reporting teams of 199 spe-
cies. On the Birdathon all the teams can potentially add to the
overall total. There were l5 species seen only by one team.
Conversely there were only 27 species seen by every team. I
rnust admit the last total surprised me a bit but then I recalled
one Birdathon where the team I was on had already totaled
over one hundred species and we sti l l  had not seen a crow.

This year we again had several young people-middle
school, high school and college age-participate and they all
did extremely well. We again had a wonderful variely of cate-
gories for participation which really brings out the competit ive
spirit. We are in the process of collecting the donations and
pleclges fbr the teams and it is NOT too late to send in a check
in suppcrrt of your tavorite ream. (Make vour check pay,able to
Oxbow of'lndianu, Inc., P.O. Box 4172, Lav,'renceburg, IN
47025 and mark vour envelop Altention Birdathon.) The
cornbined results lbr all the teams are l isted on page 9.

(continued on page 5)

Barge Port Update
-l

To date the act iv i ty  o f  forming a barge por t  in
Lawrenceburg seems to remain wi th in  the

Dearborn County Chamber of  Commerce.  We
are aware that  the Por t  Author l ty  o f  Ind iana
has added Dearborn County to  the t rade f ree
zone associated wi th  the other  Barge Por ts  in

Ind iana operated by the Author i ty .  We are ac-
t ive ly  pursuing the s i tuat ion and wi l l  keep

members in formed i f  the idea of  a  barge por t
in  the Oxbow threatens to  become pol icy.  We
wi l l  then ask you a l l  to  ra l ly  around to protect

the  Oxbow.

BIG YEAR BIRDATHON

(conlintrt'cl on page 2)

NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE
Our Post Office Box

ln  Made i ra  i s  GLOSING
J u l y  1  , 2 0 1 1

Please be certain to change the address on any legacy
gif ts,  memorials,  or standing donat ion direct ives to:

Oxbow, Inc.
P.O. Box 4172

Lawrenceburg, lN 47025



Big Year Birdalhon (continucd./ron Puge I )

birding rnagazines, t ield guides and AIIA l ists in order to creale
"the perfect plan". My Big Year would be rnore abor.rt the bircls
and the expcrience than about thc numbers ancl the ntoney.
Just  l ike any other  day.  Iwokc up on. lanuur-y l "  grabbed my
binoculars and went  b i rd ing wi th l i iends iurd le l lou '  I l t rdathon
teamrnales Jcrry Lippert and F.ric []aurngarlner. 

' l ' lrat's 
it. 

' l  
he

only d i f l 'erence is .  th is  t i rnc.  I  never  uent  l ro tnc.  [ - -ar lv  on I  ha, , l
p lanned on work in[  l3 i rc lathon into nr1 'b ig Icur  brr t  l rs  t i rnc
rvent  on I  seerned to bc c l r i l i ing fnr lher  and lur thcr  l ioru hontc.
January tirund nrc in the Lor.r 'er l l io (ir irnde Vullcv ol"l 'crus.
Iurn ing up one rar i ty  a l ter  anothcr .  In  l :cbruarv I  u ,as in  I r lor ida
then I  headecl  to  Tucson by way o l ' I )u lut l i .  ln  lv ' larch I  l i runcl
mysel f  in  the centra l  va l lcy o1-C'a l i lbrn ia.  In  the b i rds,  lnore so
than I  could see i l ,  I  cc lu ld l -eel  the in tcnsi ty  le t ,e l  o l ' the watcr-
lowl  incrcasing cxponcnt ia l ly  by the day unt i l  l locks of 'c l t rcks
were exploding or.rt of wetlands and tloodecl l iclds in a tltrrry o1-
fcathers and flying otT in ribbons that laced across lhe sky l irr
rn i les.  As rnuch a spi r i lua l  event  as a physical  urre I  got  swept
away in the great North Amcrican rnigration. I rccall at sonte
point around the middle of April tee l ing bunrrned that I was not
going to makc i t  back to town to par l ic ipatc in  I l i rdathon.  l low
could l ' / I had to go where the birds wenl and they weren't go-
ing to Cincinnati. The end ol'April lbund fnc on a boat s{earn-
ing fbr the Dry Tortugas in a mad dash to add a f 'ew sea birds
and migrants before driving up the east coast thcn cutting
across thc great lakes to Magee Marsh.

I think 70 degrees rs hot. t lO is vcry uncornlbrtable and
the tropical heat of the Tortugas'l I think a beating might have
been closer to paradise for me. lf i t hadn't been lirr the incredi-
blc birding, scenery and people I might never wish to return. 3
days, 2 nights and ltJ birds later I practically leapt off the boat.
I hadn't showered or slept, short of a I 'ew cat naps, fbr lhree
days. I was delirior"rsly tired, grimy, smelly and just plain done!
"We are going to Key West Airport to chase Antil lean Night-
hawk", came a voice, "Wanna come'/" My body said no but a
small f lame fl ickered in my eyes, the tiredness went away, the
chase was on. An hour later I had seen, and more importantly,
heard, the nighthawk and was birding my way back to the hotel
when my phone rang. "Bob Foppe", said the caller l.D.
"Garganey at Fernald Preserve", said Bob. "l ' l l  never rnake it
back up there for that," I reasoned, although inside the tlre was
buming and I was considering making a run lbr it. 

' Ihis 
t ime

though, rny body won the battle. lf i t 's sti l l  there in a week, I
decided, maybe I' l l  see it then. Afier a long shower it I 'elt so
good to lay in a bed I think I may have shed a tear but I wasn't
awake long enough lo remember. The lbllowing day the Ciar-
ganey was on my mind as I birded my way north. I made a l-ew
stops to look for Mangrove Cuckoo but had no luck. As the sun
set I was sti l l  aimlcssly wandering about trying to l lnd a l icc
place to park for the night. 576.50 for a camp site was as close
to a free place to park as I could 1lnd. 

-l 'he 
lbllowing day I

landed in Key Largo and made one more atlempt for Mangrove
Cuckoo then rented a swanky hotel room, treated myself to a
fine dinner and n.rade it back to my room just in time to lall into
a deep sleep. At some point in the middle of the night I awokc
and made a decision. Tomorrow I would drive to Miarni to get
Spot-breasted Oriole then to Everglades for one last shot at
Mangrove Cuckoo. The oriole was located in a suburb south of
Miami and I was able to find it with little effort. By the time I
crossed the street into another neiehborhood to look for Red

-whiskered Bulbul I noticed that a police car kept popping up at
intersections opposite of me. Apparently it could be considered
suspicior.rs to rvalk around a neighborhood rvith binocr.rlars and
a carnera then get in your car ancl cruise around like some kind
of- th ic l 'cas ing the. jo int .  I  decided to cuI  n. ry ,  losses and I  headcd
lirr [ irerglades National Park. I arrivccl aljcr clark and got set up
jLrst  in  l i rnc lo  cnjoy the l ight  shorv o l 'a  lhundcrs lorm ot f  in  the
cli:rtarrce . []y' noon thc l ir l low'int day I hucl nlrnuretl lo bccornc
ru nr . " : r l  l i r r  n l rnv corrnt less f l ies bc lbre g iv ing i rp orr  l l tc  cr rckoo.
Now wl l r { ' . '  I  pondcr-cc l .  I 'n t  t i ( ) t  sr l re how thc c lce is ion crcrr
curne uborr t  or  uhy on car lh l thought  i t  r i 'oLr lc l  bc u goot l  i r lc l r
g ivcn l rou lurr t l  I  l ra t l  pushecl  rnyscl l ' t l ic  last  fcu,  c la l 's  bLr t  i
horr ls  rnto thc t l r ivc i t  sLrddenly c lawned on rnc thut  r ly  in lcn l
was [ ( ]  c l r ivc l f  hotr rs  s l ra ight  lhrougl i  l i r r  a  chance 1o see lhc
(i lrrgiurey. I nucle a stop thal evening and callecl . lcrry to talk
tact ics.  I lc  in l i r r rned rne lh i r t  i t  u ,as l l i rda lhon u 'cckcnd and i l ' I
l r 'as goinu to bc in  town I  nr ight  as ivc l l  . jo in up rv i th  F inncy-
tou 'n 's  l iabulot rs ,  F ly ing.  For tunc Scckers.  "A { reat  idca."  I
thorrsht ,  b t r t  lhat  rvoulc l  be cont ingcnt  on rny sceing t l re  ( iar -
ganey by -5: (X)pnr  l r r ic lay.  At  2 a.nt .  Iwas fa l l ing as leep at  thc
rvheel .  At  one point  I  s lapped nrysel l 'across t l re  lace to s tay
awake,  l 'nr  pret ty  sure I  le l l  a  handpr int . ' l 'hat  got  the job donc
krng cnough lbr nre to pull o11'at a lruck stop. At (r a.m., I woke
up, brushed nry lccth and was back on lhe road. Garganey ivas
thc word ol' the day - I was a road warrior on a rnission. I
pul lcd in to F 'emald at  2:00 p.m. I  was cross-eyed,  del i r ious and
I 'nr  prct ty  surc,  dcad asleep.  "What  do you mean lhe duck isn ' t
here'/" I n'rumbled dclir iously to the gcntlcntan on the dcck at
Lodge Pond, as lhough it was his fault. Alier rnuch searching, I
heard a Grasshoppcr Sparrow but the Gargancy rvas norvhere to
be seen. I telt sick, rnostly on account o1'the l 'act I hadn't eaten
since the granola bar in Southcrn Tclulessee and I hacl only had
,1 hours ol'sleep in thc last 4lJ hours, but also because, by lhe
looks of It, I had corne 1,200 milcs lbr a Grasshopper Sparrow.
l loined a l i iend fi lr dinner thcn went home and passed out. The
lbllowing day I was up early trt-rl l ing firr thc duck but it was not
happening. Since the Garganey was not aroLrnd I l igured 24
hours of birding rnight f i l l  thal void nicely. I ly early allcrnoon I
lefl F-enrald to get ready lbr Birdathon. That night l kept rny
phone close in case I got "the call" but nonc came. Birdalhon
nrorn ing I  got  up and wi th in hal f  an hour I  knew I  wasn' t  going
to make it Inr. I planned a nice long nap into my aliernoon and
got busy loading my car. By l0 I was barely firnctional and had
decided to move the nap up by a couple ofhours. Eyes burning
with tiredness I was ready to crawl inlo bed when rry phone
rang, the only word I rcrncrnber hearing was "GARGANtjY" I
was tripping over mysclf in a l irrious rush to gct out of lhe
house, "My keysl Where are rny keys'l" As I strLrgglccl to get
nry toes l ined up straight in rny l1ip tlops I searched lrigh and
low, there l  Idashed dou,n thc sta i rs .  ladcn wi lh  opt ics.  ln  one
srvitt movc nry camera, binoculars, spotting scopc and nrysclf
landed gently in thc car. I was roll ing be lbrc my door rvas shut.
Cioing clown ll igh Street I noticed nty speedolneler \\,enl up to
120.  I  real ly  wanted to test  that .  Arr iv ing a l  Fernald.  Igot  oLr l
o{'nry car trying to keep rny cool and nol gcl sprinling up to the
pond and scarc the duck. I wonder if the other birders there
could see the panic in rny cyes as I approached. I just knew
they were going to tell rne, "the bird just f1ew, sorry you
missed it" As it turned out I ogled at the duck for a good long
time sharing the moment with other birders. I had eamed this
one the old fashioned way and I wanted to enjoy the moment.

(Continued on page 4)
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Oxbow Inc. PROGRAMS

To get to the Oxbow, Inc. ffice take Highwav US 50southJrom the #16 exit o/f I-275. Pass the Holllt-
wood Casino erit and turn leli ut the.second stop light onto ll/alnut St.30l lValnut is on the right side at
the second.stoplight at lhe cornet'o/'lltalnut and Cenler Street.s. Free parking is available on Wulnut St.,
Center St., ttnd in the purking lot hchind the building.)

' l 'uesday,  
Ju ly  12,  201l ,  7 :30 p.m.

The Oxbou' ,  Inc.  Of f ice,30l  Walnut  St . ,  l ,arvrenceburg
Science is  a g lobal  pursui t .  I ravc l ing the g lobe in pursui t  o1 'knowledge about  our  p lanet  is  one of  the most  thr i l l ing aspects of

palet ln to logy and bcing a paleonlo logis t .  In  JanLrary of '20 l0  Dr.  Brenda I lunda,  Curator  of  Inver tebrate Paleonto logy,  t raveled to Viet -
nanr u'ith colleagues fiom other universit ies. ( 'oLrntries in Southeast Asia are now opcning up to outside researchers and represent an
untapped sourcc of vilal inlbrmation about the history of l i t 'e on Earth. l 'herelbre, the prirnary goal of the research trip was exploration.
While thcre was never any guarantce that the scienti l lc team would find good rocks and lbssils to work with, three weeks of traveling
lhroughout the country revealed Carnbrian and Ordovician-aged rocks (540 and 430 mill ion years old, respectively) that were suitable fcrr
tbssil collection. While the scientif lc results are ntlt in yet, scic'ntists gain grcater insight into larger scale questions of how our planet, and
li le, cvolvecl with each new research endeavor into rernote and previously inacccssible regions of the world.

Tuesday,  August  9,  201l ,  7 :30 p.m.
The Oxbow, Inc.  Of f ice,30l  Walnut  St . ,  Lawrenceburg

Il irds arc wonderf ul things. 1'hey inspire, give joy and a window to the natural world that is accessible to nearly everyone.
Their abil ity to appear anywhere gives an observer of birds a chance to wilness sornething beautiful at anytime. Stop in for a discussion
of birds and bird behaviors with Dan Stri ley, an everyday birdwatcher and cit izen scientist. Dan wil l share his passion and love of these
creatures and hopes that you wil l carry his excitenrcnt with you the next t irne you are out birding.

Oxbow lnc .  F IBLD TRIPS

To reuch lhe upper O.rhow'. [nc. purking lot neur tha ccment plunl, turn south.fi'om Rt. 50 at the Shell gas
slulion in (ireantlulc, drive huck lo lhe t:cmt'nl plunt, lurn right to thc and o/ tha roud, thcn lc./i. Thc lol is
on votrr right.

Sa tu rday , . l u l y  23 ,  201 l  9 :00  a .m .
Meet :  In  the upper Oxbow park ing lo t  at  the main entrance just  beyond the cement  p lant

Leader:  Kathy McDonald,  (513)  941-6497,  knrc i r i 'one.net
Ilutterfl ies wil l be lhe focus of our July l ield trip. Our trip leader Kathy McDonalcl wil l take us on a leisLrrely two to three hour

stroll around the Oxbow as she conducts a butterl ly survey in the arca. Thc butterl ly survey wil l actually continue throughout the day, but
Kathy has scheduled this walk as parl of the ovcrall event. While this "ofl icial" f ield trip wil l be relatively short and end bctbre noon, the
aclr-tal census wil l continr-re throughout the day. Kathy encourages anyone who lvishes to stay longcr to do so if lhey l ike. The goal of the
survey wi l l  be to recorc l  thc lo ta l  species of  but tcr f ' l ies seen as wel l  thc number o l ' ind iv iduals.

Kathy 's  husband,  veteran b i rdcr  Ned Kel ler ,  wi l l  a lso be a long on th is  t r ip  so we can be sure lhe Oxbows bi rd l i l -e  wi l l  not  be
ignorcd.  l -hc l ' lora o l - the Oxbow wi l l  a lso receive sornc at tenl ion as wel l ,  as both Kathy and Ned are involved wi th a number of  botanical
organizations. So corne out and join Kathy ancl Nccl l i lr what should be a pleasant sunll lter rtrorning stroll in lhe Oxbow.

I t  wi l l  be the In iddle of  summer so a l i t t le  preparat ion wi l l  makc your  t l ip  nr t r rc  cnjoyuble.  Sunscrccn,  insecl  repel lent  and water
could a l l  provc Lrsel i r l .  [ ]e  sure to contact  Kathy i l 'you have any quest ic lns.

F r i day  Even ing ,  Augus t  27 ,2011  6 :30  p .m .
Meet :  In  the upper Oxborv park ing lo t  at  the main entrance just  beyond the cement  p lant

Leader:.lay Stenger, (513) 522-tl l47, ir l-\_tlqr![!r] l!-!:!! l{r.{r.t{t{! l
Notc that this is an evening fielcl tr ip. I 'he southrvard shorebird nrigralion shoulcl be near peak in the Oxbow so l inding those

species lvi l l  bc the lbcLrs of this trip. Shorebirds (i.c. plovcrs and sandpipers, ancl the synibolic logo lbr Oxbor.v Inc.) arc dependent on
shallow r'vatcr fbr f 'eecling and "re-fireling" fi lr lheir longjoumey sotrlh lo their rvintcring grounds. Several dif ' terent species can usually
be found along the exposed shorelines. rnudflals and sandbars of the Oxbow area at this season. The post breeding dispersal and south-
ward rnigration of several species of herons and egrets also occurs at this time of the ycar. Large numbers of Creat Blue l-lerons and
Great Egrets and lesser numbers of Black-crowned Night-Herons and Grcen Ilcrons are l ikely to be seen. Even a few rare species are
possible at this time of the year.

A wide variety of other birds and wildlif 'e should also be seen. The leader of this trip, veteran birder Jay Stenger, has birded the
Oxbow area fbr over 30 years. Corne out and join Jay on what should be a pleasant evening visit to the Oxbow area. Feel free to contact
Jay i fyou have any quest ions.



MmEduoafuafl0mnh
Oxborv Awards EclLrcational Grants fiorn thc

Wiscman/Wittc Eclucat ional Fund
. . . . . l r . l '  . l t  t t t . S t ' t  / / t r r t t l '

Four grants wcrc awarclcc' l  in t l rc Spring 201 I  l i rnding
cyclc of thc Art  and Ginny Wit tc/Wiscnran I lducal ional
FLrnd. Thc tund cstabl ishcd by Ginny Wiscrran/Wit tc in
honor of hcr first husband Art Wiscman is clcsignccl to
fund naturc cducation lbr studcnts in thc (ircatcr Clincin-
nat i  arca at thc high school lcvcl  or bclou' .  Thc lbLrr
grants arc:
.  $380 to Audubon Miarni  Val lcy and thc Avian Rc-

scarch and Educat ion Inst i tutc to parl ia l ly lund thc
Quccn City Bird Fcstival. This rcprcscnts thc lburth
consccutivc ycar that Oxbow, Inc. has supporlcd thc

Quccn City Bird Fcst ival  that lbcuscs on fan, i l ics and
chi ldrcn. From i ts ini t ia l  ycar at thc Col lcgc of
Mount St. Joscph, thc Fcstival has sccmingly lbund a
pcrmancnt homc at thc Ilucston Woods Statc Park.
Many of thc supplics purchascd in thc first ycar of
thc grant - childrcn's binoculars and bird books - arc
still in usc. Thc Fcstival has grown cach ycar and
morc and morc familics arc bringing thcir childrcn
for a fun introduction to naturc and birding.

.  $189 to  Thc  Scvcn I l i l l s  Schoo l  g radcs  5-12  Sc icncc
and Math classcs. High School tcachcr, Linda Ford,
coordinatcs studcnts in thc carc and undcrstanding of
the natural cnvironmcnt on thc grounds of thc school.
A spccific one acrc patch is intcnsivcly studicd and
managcd. Thc grant providcs supplics to allow thc
students to monitor thc biodivcrsity of thc study arca
on the school grounds. Thc collcctcd data and infbr-
mation is thcn sharcd with thc scicncc and math
classcs at thc school to tcach rcal world problcms and
solutions with data from thcir own rcscarch on thcir
own campus.
$855 to Sunman-Dcarborn Intcnncdiatc School lbr
Outdoor Lab improvcmcnts. Thc grant will providc
cducat ional s igns for a 1.3 acrc of t ransi t ional wct-
land habitat on thc grounds of thc school which is
bcing dcvclopcd as an outdoor laboratory lbr thc stu-
dcnts. Thc grant wi l l  a lso providc {bcuscd addit ional
training lbr thc tcachcrs at Sunrnan-Dcarborn ltttcr-
mcdiatc and at thc High School,  on how to bcst ut i l -
izc thc wctland arca to cnhancc thcir study cunicu-
lum. Thc Dcarborn County SWCD and thc l.J.S. Fish
and Wildlife Servicc (out of Muscatatuck NWR) arc
also partnering in this projcct which could affcct
about 700 sfudcnts during any onc ycar.
$1000 to Cincinnati Waldorf School to hclp with thc
construction of a natural play area for thc -200 chil-
dren at the school as well as from the surroundins

ncighborhood. Thc grant will fund a portion of thc
natural  play arca that wi l l  include a natural ,  unstnlc-
turcd wct play arca. A smal l  spr ing wi l l  f1ow into a
protcctcd rrarshy arca al lou, ing thc chi ldrcn to play
in thc strcam and cxpcricncc thc biodivcrsi ty of a rvct
rnarsh arca. Thc grant rv i l l  covcr thc cost of  thc
strcanr bLri ld ing and rnatcr ials.  Somc of thc funding
u' i l l  go to a sluclcrr t  prtr jcct  to crcatc bird borcs l i r r
thc arca. Many o1- thc othcr nratcr ials and constnrc-
t ion costs alc bcing clonatcd by othcr local busincsscs
and vo lun tcsrs .

Wc arc crci tccl  abor,r t  this l l rst  round of 'grants ancl lccl
wc Arc ol l ' to an cxccl lcnt start .  l l -  you or your busincss
woulcl  l ikc to makc a donat ion to thc Art  and Ginny
(Wittc) Wiscrnan I lducat ion Fund scnd your chcck to Ox-
bow, f  nc.,  P.O. Box 4112, Lawrcrrccburg, IN 47025 and
nrark i1 Wiscrnan-Wittc E,dLrcat ion Fund. I I -  yor.r  donatc
80% of your donat ion wi l l  bc rnadc avai lablc for thc ncxt
grant ing round whi lc 20% wi l l  bc invcstcd to i rrsurc thc
long tcrrn hcalth of thc fund (r .rnlcss you spcci ly othcr-
wrsc) .

@ v v v ' F v v v V r t v v  - - @

Ilig Yt'ur llinluthon (continucd.from I'oue 2)

That nronrcnt turncd into rnany rnorncr.tts and bcforc long,
hours. Ncarly 45 rninutcs latc,  I  l inal ly rnct up with
Waync and E,ric. I ncvcr did managc to llt that nap in and
rrow I  was o11'to go birding for 24 hours.

I havcn't madc any concrctc plans this ycar, savc
a 1cw flights arrd boat trips, prcl-crring to lct thc wirrds of
rnigration carry mc whcrc thcy rrray, yct things always
sccm to work out. That a duck tiom Asia tumcd up in
Ohio 20 minutcs from homc on Birdathon wcckcnd.
pushing rnc to rcturn to Cincinnati in timc for my favoritc
birding cvcnt provcs this point.  Finncytown's,  Fabulous,
Flying, Fortunc Scckcrs did quitc wcl l  with 143 spccics,
l3 of which wcrc ycar l ist  birds for mc but that 's not thc
point.  In rnany ways, thc big ycar has bccornc a gamc of
moncy and numbcrs. Whcn I rvas I l, rny hcart sank
cvcry t imc I  lookcd at thc portrai t  of  thc lvory-Bi l lcd
Woodpcckcr in my Pctcrson Guidc. Not bccausc I  longcd
to placc a chcckmark by i ts narnc on thc l ist  in thc l l 'ont
ol ' thc book, but rathcr I  was sad thinking of that onc Iast
lvorybi l l  out thcrc drumming on a dcad, hol low cyprcss
trcc al l  alonc. But isn' t  that thc bcaLrty of thc bird 's spir i t .
that thcy kccp on singing, cvcn in thc lacc o1- advcrsity'l
Thc spirit that drivcs rrc to push through thc tircdncss
and hungcr rnust bc thc samc onc. Birds arc tltc purcst
cxamplc of what i t  is to bc al ivc and I  l lnd grand inspira-
tion in that, so much so that I gavc up cverything for a
chance to bc a part of it for a short timc. So,
Sir . . .  I f  that makes mc "kinda strangc"
Then go ahcad and arrcst me and I'l l ride
along pcaccfully with a song in my heart.
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Oxbowo Inc. Honorariums & Memorials

Donor In Memory of
Bonzai Society of Greater Aaron Perlman

Cincinnati
Robert & Dorothy Koutnik Helen Lukas
Dave & Kani Meyer Aaron Perlman
John & Velda Miller Barbara Corning
Bob & Tina Schlegel Dana Pfirrman
Jon & Jackie Seymour Aaron Perlman
Jon & Jackie Seymour John Getzendanner
Dave & Vicki Tozier Barb Eckles

Oxbow Inc. would like to thank the following

donors for their generous gifts.
Larry and Jane Austing

Mr. and Mrs. George H. Perbix
Wayne Wauligman

For Lack of a Green-winged Teal (continued from Page l)

The individual team results are listed below:

Most Snecies in a Sinsle Watershed
o Close-N-Counters (Cincinnati Nature Center) - Great Mi-
ami Watershed - Bill Creasy, Dave Helm & Steve Bobonick -

139 species
. Ladyhawks * (Oxbow, Inc.) Great Miami Watershed - Sr.
Marty Dermody, Lois Shadix & Chris Moran - 107 Species
(also winners of the All Ladies Division - the only team in that class)
Most Species bv an Under Ase 19 Team (one of the team is
an adult suide)
r Birds of Pray #l (Miami Valley Christian Academy) -

Cassidy Ficker, Mathew Hildeman, Lauren Goodman, Megan
Williams & Cooper Scanlor (Bill McGill - guide) - 95 species.
. The Cardinals - Hamilton Co. Park District Team - Made-
leine Lippert (Jerry Lippert - Guide) - 80 species
Most Species Photosranhed
o Northern Ficker (Miami Valley Christian Academy) * Ty-
ler Ficker (Renee McGill - Guide) - 79 species
. Birds of Pray #2 (Miami Valley Christian Academy) -

Renee McGill - 77 species
The Solitarv Vireo (Individual birders competine alone)
o Teacherl Teacherl Teacher! (Cincinnati Nature Center
Team#2) David Brinkman - 138 species
r The Team with No Name (Ohio Nature Conservancy) -

Ned Keller - 109 species
. Birds of Pray Too (Miami Valley Christian Academy) -

Bil l McGill - 104 species
r The Femald Preserve Team (same as name) - Gary
Stegner - l0l species (Gary also won the Single Area Competition
and the Least Use of Carbon Competition by doing all his birding on
the Fernald Preserve) * Gary also served much of the day as the ffi-
cial spokespersonfor the Gargany visiting Fernald at the time. I'm
unsure how he was able to bird at all as he directed people to the
location of the Gargany and a couple of bonus Moorhens all day.
r Finneytown's Fabulous Flying Fortune Seeker - (Hamilton
Count Park District) - Jerry Lippert - 99 species
Greatest Number of Snecies in the Birdathon Area
o Beasts of Birdin' (Oxbow, lnc.) - Paul Wharton, Joe Bens
& Jay Stenger - 162 species
o Blue Ash Trash (Oxbow, lnc.) - Gale Wulker & Brian
Wulker- 143 species
o Finneytown's Fabulous Flying Fortune Seekers (Oxbow
Inc.) - Wayne Wauligman, Erich Baumgardner & Matt Stenger
- 143 species
. Two in the Bush and a Son (Oxbow, Inc.) - John Leon,
Sarah Leon &d Evan Leon - 136 species
r C-Note and the Golden Sombreros (Oxbow, Inc.) - Steve
Pelikan, Charlie Saunders & Bob Lacker - 133 species
. The Flying Monkeys (Cincinnati Bird Club) - Bill Hull &
Bil l Zimmerman - 130 species
r The Clermont County Parks Team (same as the name) -

Chris Clingman and Suzanne Clingman - 124 species
. Xpert Birders (Not!) (Xavier University) - Tyler Infeld,
DeAngelo Rankin, Katie Goetz, Brian Carlson, Nina Bertaux-
Skeirik & George Farnsworth (mentor) - 118 species
. The First Timers (Oxbow, Inc.) - Dave Yelton & Jon Sey-
mour - 104 species
. Birds Elude Us (Oxbow, Inc.) - John Eckles, Dave Tozier
&Vicki Tozier - 73 species

Oxbow, Inc. has established Memorials
in honor of those who have passed on. Each
Memorial established in the name of a friend or
relative will be enrolled permanently in the re-
cords of the Corporation. Each contribution to
a Memorial will be acknowledged to the family
or to those selected by the donor.

Tributes are also enrolled permonently

in the records of the Corporation. Some tributes
ore birthday or anniversary remembrances,
holiday greetings or gratitude acknowledge-
ments. If so desired, "Happy Birthdoy!" or the
like can be inscribed in the tribute notice.

Contributions should be sent to: Oxbow,
Inc., P. O. Box 4172, Lawrenceburg, IN 47025.
Be sure to enclose the names and addresses
those who are to receive the aclvtowledgement.



Teasal is an invasive in our prairies because it tends to crowd out native species. We actively work on controlling lhe patches of teasal we find. That does not make il
an unattractive plant to butterflies and numerous other insects. This Eastem Tiger Swallowtail finds the teasal worth a prolonged stop and prolong stops lead to great
photo opportunihes. (fitoto by Jon Seynour)

Another butterny hat utilizes teasal is the Viceroy. lt is a Monarch look-a-like that is often overlooked as 'lust another Monarch". lt is smaller than the Monarch but the
give away is the nanow band of black that parallels the shape of the edge of the back wing. The Monarch doe NOT have this line. (ph0t0 by Jon Seymow)
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Matt Stenger, Erich Baumgardner and Wayne Wauligman pose outside the
Oxbow offce in Lawrenceburg ,iust prior to the start of the Tally party. Matt not
only completed the Birdathon but also added to his total for the Big Year he is
doing. Though Matt akeady had over 400 species on his Big Year species list
he was able to add more than 10 additional species during the Birdathon. Good
Luck Matt on your Big Year-be ready to give us a full report when you re-

The Callery Pear (the omamental pear tree that has many names and is sold
in nurseries) has become a real pest of an invasive species particularly in out
wetand prairies. Scouts and volunteers associated with the scouts are work-
ing to eliminate hese hard trees tlrat can turn into bushes and then for-
esls. Chris McNally attacks a Callery pear. (Photo by Ed Gemperly)

John GeEendanner
was a devoted
director of Oxbow,
Inc. for many years
handling our hunt-
ing, fishing, and
security issues. His
recenl death, due to
a fallwhib walking,
was a tragedy for
his family and his
Oxbow family. He
will be missed by
many, especially by
those that care for
theOxbow. (photo
provided by John
Geuendanner ll)

Jack Behringer is the winner of the Photo lD Contest. This photo of the
bleached and desiccated back of a snapping turtle shell show the interlacing
sutures hat bind the portions of the shell together. They are nearly identical to
the bone suture struclure that bind the bones of the skulls of mammals to
gether. (Photo by Tom Uhlnail

with the unaided eye. The contrast often amazed the youngsters. These type of "ah
ha'moments are the kind hat €n encourage a child to become more interested in
natwe. (Photo by Sarah Michaell

Nick McNally stands biumphant at the demise of a Callery Pear. Scouts will be
working in the prairies this year to eliminate as many of the offending trees as
possible. The "escapees' are fertile F1 hybrids of different varieties of Callery
Pear. (Photo by Ed Gemperly)
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A Day for the birds - May 14,2011
by Sarah Michoel, Chair

Queen City Bird Festival

May 14, was truly "a day for the birds" at the 4'h
Annual Queen City Bird Festival at the Hueston Woods
Nature Center. Audubon Miami Valley, along with the
help of over 60 volunteers including Hueston Woods
State Park staff, brought an estimated 500 participants to
the festival to learn about our fine feathered friends. 178
of those attending were children!

Young festival goers leamed about the adaptation
of birds to their habitat through such activities as "Fill the
Bill" and "Bird Feet are Neat". They made paper bag
birds, bird masks, pinecone bird feeders and played "bird
bingo", observed birds, watched bird banding, and
leamed to use binoculars on short bird walks- phew!
Most importantly they had fun and leamed, in spite of the
gray day and drizzle. Completion of five such activities
earned them a Junior Birder Badge, a program sponsored
by International Migratory Bird Day.

Volunteers and vendors staffed booths to offer
bird art, bird feeders and related items, and informational
and educational materials. Larry Sherman offered his
beautifully finished gourds; Oxford Museum Association,
Fernald, Oxbow Inc, Five Rivers Metro Park, Audubon
Miami Valley had displays feafuring their organizations.
Dick Munson hosted the annual Audubon Plant Sale with
hundreds of native plants grown at the Miami Univer-
sity's Hamilton Campus Conservatory.

Throughout the day invited speakers talked about
birds. The keynote speaker, Doug Feist from the Cincin-
nati Zoo and Botanical Garden, brought 5 exotic birds:
Mozart - an African Gray Hornbill, Elsie - a Cattle Egret,
Goblin- a White-faced Owl, Cleo - a Ross's Turaco, and
Charlie - a Black-footed Penguin who stole the show
while walking among the audience members in the
crowded room. Adults and children equally delighted in
Oxford's own Fred Shaw's Native American creation
story and animal stories.

Thanks to ALL who made this day a success! It
was a great way to introduce the young and young at
heart to birding. And it was a great way for those already
converted to share their passion for "our feathered
friends". (The Queen City Bird Festival was the awarded
recipient of one of our 201I Art and Ginny (Wilte) Wise-
man education grants to support nature education at the
Festival.)

Oxbowr lnc. Loses our Vice President,
John Getzendanner

by Jon Seymour

In an unexpected freak accident, the Oxbow lost
one of its most enthusiastic devotees. John Getzendanner
was our Indiana Agent, our hunting manager and our se-
curity liaison. He probably spent more hours actually in
the Oxbow than any of the other Board Members or the
general members. We will find such devotion hard to
replace. Already I miss seeing John get out of his car on
the dusty Oxbow roads and walk up the road wearing
sandals, toward where he had spotted me, and to where I
was wearing hiking boots to protect my feet. It was a
symbol for John. The Oxbow was just an extension of
his living room and he fully intended to feel completely
comfortable in it.

As a long time resident of Hidden Valley Lake,
John was known and respected by many local residents.
He went out of his way to contact people about Oxbow
and brought in many new members simply by chatting
and talking them into joining. If there was a question
about it, John would have them get in the car and he
would drive them all over the Oxbow until, when weak
from exhaustion, he would have them sign up as mem-
bers. That is not the exact way it happened but it sure
seemed like it to the casual observer.

John was also a staunch representative of the
fishing and hunting community of the Oxbow. While
admittedly most Board members come to their interest in
the Oxbow by being a birder, botanist, herpetologist or
something similar (either professional or amateur), John
grew to love the Oxbow from his experiences fishing,
hunting, and trapping. Of the hundreds of fishermen that
ply the Oxbow Lakes I think John knew most of them.

We will miss you, John, but I can still feel you
watching the Oxbow.

Hunting Changes

Due to the sudden death of Oxbow, Inc. Hunting
Manager, John Getzendanner, we are extending the
deadline for applications to hunt by one month. [f
you held up your application due to uncertainty of
where to send your application please send it to the
Oxbow address at P.O. Box 4172, Lawrenceburg,
IN 47025. [fyou have any questions please call Jon
Seymour at 513-851-9835. Thank you for your pa-
tience while we bring our hunting permit process
back "on line".
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by Dave Styer

The Belted Kingf isher

Thc Bcltcd Kingf ishcr can bc found in smal l
numbcrs whcrcvcr thcrc is watcr with fish. I thoroughly
cnjoy watching thcm flying by, giving thcir loud rattlc,
div ing into thc watcr and coming Lrp with a smal l  l jsh,
and perching and raising thcir crcsts. I find thcir crcsts
wild and nifty, if not ncat. (lf you want ncat, look at
Iloodcd Mcrganser crcsts.) To mc, this all cvokcs pcrson-
ality. My wifc would say that "thcrc's a bird with atti-
tudc!" In Forbush's classic Birds of Ma:;,sachu.sell,s (192])
I find his dcscriptivc tenn "grotcsquc" surprising. Do
somc peoplc now think that thc Bcltcd Kingfishcr is gro-
tcsquc, or is this a human attitudc lcft ovcr fi 'om a ccntury
ago'?

I can't rcsist rcpcating somcthing I wrotc about
in The Bird,s ofthe Oxhow.ln thc latc 1970s Jim Davis
was a graduatc studcnt at U.C., and hc dccidcd to study
Bcltcd Kingf ishcrs for his Mastcr 's Thcsis topic.  IJc had
rcad that thcsc birds wcrc aggrL-ssivc toward thcir own
kind so "he set up a stuffed muscum skin along thc Grcat
Mianri  Rivcr to scc i f  hc could gct l iv ing birds to rc-
spond. Bcforc Jirn could cvcn gct hiddcn a kingfishcr
camc up and knockcd thc hcad off thc study skin!" Ycs,
t l rat 's a bird with att i tudc! Bcl tcd Kingf ishcrs ncst along
thc Grcat Miami Rivcr in holcs thcy dig into high banks.
Thc holcs may bc 3 to 7 fcct dccp. Jiln found that no two
pairs would ncst within sight of cach othcr. This aggrcs-
sivcncss cxplains why you oftcn scc I  or 2 kingl ishcrs in
a locat ion, but ncvcr l0 individuals.  Thc bcst t i rnc to scc
scvcral at oncc is just aflcr thc young havc flcdgcd, but
bcforc thcy havc dispcrscd.

In thc Bcltcd Kingfishcr thc t-crnalc is rnorc col-
or lul  than thc malc. As wcl l  as thc gray band across hcr
chcst,  as thc malc has, shc has a rcd/mlbus band. I t  is
unusual in birds fbr a f-cmalc to bc nrorc colorfirl than a
rnalc.  and that of tcn i r tdicatcs scx-rolc
rcvcrsal.  For instancc. lcrnalc phala-
ropcs arc rnorc colorful than nralcs.
Thcy court thc rnalcs, matc, lay thc
cggs and lcavc thc rcst to thc malcs.
Howcvcr. tiorr all I can rcad thc scx
rolcs of Bcltcd Kingfishcrs arc not
rcvcrsed. 

'fhc 
nralc chooscs a tcrri-

tory; thc f'crnalc chooses a rnatc. thcy
dig the ncst hole togethcr;  and thc
femalc docs most of thc cgg incuba-
tion. Mallards arc vcry usual in this

rcspect. The male is brightly colored, and the fcmale is
cryptically patterned. This scerns rational, because it
makes the fcmale difficult to sce whcn shc is on the ncst.
Perhaps it is unirnportant for Beltcd Kingfishcrs, bccause
thcir  ncst is in a dark tunncl.  I f  r t  docsn' t  u,ork against
kingl- ishcrs, why shouldn' t  a fcnralc havc br ightcr plunr-
agc than a malc? Human f-cnralcs oticn rvcar rcd lipstick.
Exccpt,  pcrhaps, in scicncc l ict iorr ,  that docsn' t  nrakc
thcm urorc likcly to bc prcycc'l upon.

Sonrcwhcrc I  rcad that l lc l tcd King[ ishcrs har. ,c
cxccl lcnt v is ion. No kidding. Thc kinsl lshcr si ts on a
l i rnb or l ' l ics abovc thc watcr artd looks down into thc
watcr.  I l - i t  sccs a smal l  f ish, i t  p lungcs dorvn hcadl i rst
and grabs thc l lsh in i ts bi l l .  I t 's hard for rnc to inragirrc
thc kingf ishcr doing this without grcat v is ion. In fhct,  I
bclicvc that my pcrsonal cxpcricncc
nrakcs it crtra hard for mc to undcrstand how thc king-
flshcr succccds. In vcry clcar, stil l watcrs I can scc llsh
swimnring around undcr watcr.  I lowcvcr,  I  rcrncmbcr
bcing at ponds in Spring (irovc Clcnrctcry with Barry
Wakcnran's Junior Zoologists,  in thc car ly 1970s, and
Davc Russcll would say "look at thc fish swimming
aroundl" I'd look dorvn and scc thc rcllcctcd sky. Oncc,
on Montcrcy t3ay, Don Robcrson said "look at thc giant
sunflsh!" I lookcd dorvn and saw thc rcllcctcd sky. I havc
always attributcd this to my rcd-grccn color blindncss. I
scc rcd, but not as wcl l  as a pcrson with norrnal color v i-
sion. Pcrhaps that's why I scc rcflcctcd sky morc casily
tiran rccl or oransc fish unclcr watcr. Doc'" lhc Bcltccl
Kingl ishcr havc vis ion cspccial ly adaptcd to sccing
through thc watcr's surf-acc'/ I(- thcrc is such a thing as
spccial vision for thc pLrrposc I would gucss so, but I
havc only fbund onc piccc of infonnation about thc
Bcltcd Kingtishcr's color vision. Thc kingfishcr sharcs
with somc othcr birds that havc bccn tcstcd thc abi l i ty to
scc wcl l  al l  colors humans scc plrrs sor lc " l ight" f icqucn-
cics in thc ul traviolct  rangc. I  hcsi t : r tc to wri tc "ul traviolct
l ight,"  bccausc, lbr hurnans. i t  is rrot  l ight at  al l .  For thcsc
birds i t  is l ight.  From thc l ]c l tcd Kingl ishcrs point of
vicw i t  would appcar that al l  humans arc sl ight ly color
bl ind. I  would l ikc to knou, i l - thc incrcascd visual abi l i ty
that Bcl tcd Kingf ishcrs havc aids thcnr in looking down
and sccing l is l t  uudcr watcr.

Member Communicat ions Committee:
Jennifer Borneman

Joanne Ear ls
Lynda Mason
Velda  Mi l le r
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Pat  Shank l in

Suzanne Skidmore
Barb Varland

J im Wi lgenbusch
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Grcat  Mianr i  River  Clean Up

Beneath a threatening.  lcaden sky ten sta lu 'ar t  vo lunteers
sho'"ved Lrp to help clcan up the recently f looded Oxbow area.
My husband Davc and I shorvccl up early ls Davc Lutz ol '
Green Acres Canoe Renta ls  rvas to dc l i l ' r ' r  canoes l i r r  the c lean
up. We ll. Dar'c had alrcutlv i lroppccl thcnr ofl uncl rvas wail ing
l i r r  us u 'hcn u 'e drovc up.  We chat let l  and thct t  l rc  le l l .  Davc
and  I t l r cn  s l l t r t cc l  pu l l i r r g  l l o r i c r i ng  g l r l i c  r n r t s t r t t t l  u t r r . l  r t t r r r -
i r {cd l i )ur  r  ery '  l i r l l  I ' rur :s  be l i r t t  pcoplu st l r lc t l  to  un ' i rc  l i l r  t l rc
c lcur t  up.  I  l r r r r  c  bccn s l r ruy ' ing thc sur l ic  r r r r rs t i r rc l  i r r  thc la l l
anr l  * r i l  h i t  th is  )eur 's  r ( )set tcs ugurn bel i r rc  thcv havc a chance
to l louer  ne xt  spr ing.  ( 'hr is  [ 'oncl l  ar rd h is  daLrshtcrs I ta le igh
and Alex arr ivec l  wi t l r  a  t ra i lcr  so I  sct  lhcnr  to t l rc  d i r ty  task o l '
p ick ing Lrp l i rcs l l ren tak ing lhcnr  lo  the l )e i r rht r rn ( 'oLrnty l le-
cyc l i r rg ( 'c l ) ter .  Chr is  rcpor tc t l  t l ru t  t l rcy droppct l  t r l l '  5( r  t i res!
A  U lG . l ' l lANKS t t r  t hcu r  { i r r  l l l  t l r u t  u ,o rk l  A l so ,  a  huge
lhanks to the Rccycl inr  ( 'cnter  wl r ich c lonates t l rc  c t is t  to  thcnt
of  tak ing lhesc t i rcs.  ( i reg ant l  L inda Strykcr  and Crys la l
Palnrer hit the cdge of- the woocls where it l l tcets the flrrne r's
t rc ld and pul led out  a lo t  o l -construct ion waste.  Styrof i rarn and
other  t lebr is ,  p i l ing i l  a lorrg thc road lor  p ick up.  l )ave and I
conrbcd along the lakc roacl but were stopped by thc tlooded
f i rs t  sr ,va le.  

' l 'hcrc 
wus a l r r t  o t 'p last ic  sheet ing cauuht  h igh in

lhc t rces which wc pul led down as wcl l  as lhc usual  p last ic ,
boll les and cans among lhc poison ivy. . lohn Klcin took a canoe
onto the lake ancl retrieved sornc trash belore coming in ancl
using his truck to pick up bags ancl debris we had left along the
road. Wes Wiernann tcarned with John and w'as a big help.
By then i t  was l0 :30 so I  sent  everyone to the casinc l  end of ' the
Oxboiv rvhilc I waited (irl t lre cilnocs to be pickcd up. A very
big thanks lo l)ave and Sharon Lutz ibr their generous donatron
of canoes! On the other cnd ol'the Oxbow we werc ablc to get
into the (ionservancy woods easily as the f ' lood had suppressed
the growth of vegetation and it was clear and open. Atler gath-
ering a truck load of trash we hauled it back to the dumpster,
and with a big thanks to cveryone callcd it a day. l 'he very
large dunrpster which is donated by lturnpke tu Oxbow every
year was aboul a third l ir l l  nnd thc Oxbow that rnuch cleanerl
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I  
Photo Contest i

o ln our  l r rs t  issrrc  wc pt rh l is l red l l  n lysterv pho{o by lor t r  r
. Uhlrratr. As in the past we askcd the ntenlbcrs to send in
j rl. i t best judgrncnt ol 'u'hal was the sLrbject of the picture. l
*  Wel l  u 'e  d id i t  again.  No one actual ly  correc l ly  ident i f ied ;

" 
the photo. I lclw'ever, thcre u'as an answer that wrs close l

I enilugh that wc accepted it as rcasonable antl selectctl l  &
;  wint tc ' r  l ionr  thosc submit t ing the "c losc"  ansu'c ' r .  l -he ;
{  c lose ans\ \ 'er  rve r rcccpted u, ts  "skul l  sutures" .  the - jo ints  r
; l h a t c o n n c c t t h e l a r i o u s b o n e s t l l . t h e s k t r l l l t l g e t h e r . - l - l r e
o aclLral ans\ver is "shcll sulures" fiorn the r,"ealher-bleached ;
i  shel l  o f  a snapping tur t le .  Congratu lat ions to. lack Bern-  &
i inger who was selectecl l iom the "close to correct" an- ;
i  swe rsas thew inne r .  Jackw i l l  r ece i vean  8X l0  p r i n to fan  i
i Oxborv moment. Thanks fbr your entries. &
r i
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Oxbow Butterf ly Census 201I
Saturday,  Ju ly  23.  201 |  9 :00 a.m.

Meet: In the upper Oxbow parking lot at the main entrance

Just beyond the cement plant
Contact: Kathy McDonald, (513) 941-6491, !$r-!Lgnr:.1t9l

A butterfly survey wil l be conducted in the Oxbou'on
Saturday,  Ju ly  23.  l t  wi l l  begin at  9:00 a.m. and cont inue L lnt i l
3:00 p.rn. Anyone inierested in buttertl ies is encouragecl lo
participate, rcgardless of his iher experience. Thc idea is to
recorcl all ol '  the spccies ol'butterfl ies and the total number of
butterl l ies l irund in the Oxbow during the day. Kalhy McDon-
alcl, lhe organizcr and cornpiler for this event, hopes that this
wil l be the l lrst of rvhat wil l become an annual Oxbow eve nt.

Depending on the number of participants, groups rvil l
be lbrrned and given difl 'erent sections of the Oxbou, area to
survcy. Each group wil l keep track of the butterfly species and
numbers they l ind. At the end of the day, a grand tally of all of
the group's l indings wil l be taken.

A litt le preparation wil l make your day more enjoy-
able. Sunscreen, insect repellent and water could all prove use-
ful. We wil l break for lunch at mid-day. Your participation is
appreciated and encouraged, even if for just a few hours. Con-
tact Kathy McDonald fbr further information about this event.

Save the Date for
GREAT OUTDOOR WEEKEND!

Septenrber  2 -1-25  rv i l l  be  the  da te  t l l ' thc  nex t
( l rea t  ( )u tdoor  Wcekenc l .  S tar t  p lann ins  no \ \ '  to  sc t
as i t le  l l r c  rvcckcnc l  anc l  puck  i t  l i r l l  o t ' cxc i t ins .  cu tc r -
tu in r r rq  l r rc l  c t lucu t iona l  c rcn ts .  l ' hc  ( i rca t  Or r l r loor
\ \ ' c c k c r r d  i s  a n  i n i t i u t i v c  o l ' ( i r e e n  [ ] n r b r c l l a .  1 h c  l o c i r l
orgunization thlt  encourages c()opcration in gnrul 'rs
sL ippor t in r  sus ta inab i l i t y  anc l  l i r  i rb i l i t y  in  thc  a re  a  sur -
rount l ing  lhe  c i ty  o l ' ( ' i nc inn l t i .  As  in  pas t  years .  t l i e re
are l l rorc thln -10 providcrs presenting nrore lhan 7()
p rogranrs  c lcs igncd t i r r  the  uho le  fa rn i l y .  I l  i s  n rore
impor t rn l  lhan  cvcr  lo  ge t  the-  ch i ld rcn  ou tdoors  and le t
thcnr  cxpcr ience thc  cha l lensc  o f  l caming l ionr  thc
wor ld  a round us .  So p lan  lo  take  ch i ld rcn  and grand-

ch i ld ren ,  and you w i l l  l l nd .yoy  in  b r ing ing  thc  k ids  lo
thc ( ireat Outdoors.

We know sonrc kids arc rat lrer large and of
undetcnnine(l age. Wc arc certain thcy are also in clan-
ger  o l 'hav ing  f i rn .



Oxbow, Inc. and Oxbow of lndiana, lnc.

A nonprofit organization formed by conservation
groups and concerned cit izens of Ohio and Indiana for
the purpose of preserving and protecting a wetlands
ecosystem know locally as the Oxbow, Hardintown, or
Horseshoe Bottoms, from industrial development and
to preserve the f loodplain at the confluence of the
Great Miami and Ohio r ivers for use as a staging area
for the seasonal migrations of waterfowl. This agricul-
tural area is r ich in geological, archaeological, and an-
thropological history.

Help us save this unique wetland ecosystem. Make
your state a r icher place in which to l ive by helping us
preserve this precious resource. Membership in
Oxbow, Inc. is encouraged and solicited.

Prothonotary Warbler $ '15 Wood Duck $ 25
Great Blue Heron $ 50 Green-winged Teal $100
Great Egret $250 Osprey $500
Bald Eagle $1000
Charm of Goldfinches (Group Level) $25

Mai l to :  Oxbow, Inc.
P.O. Box 4172
Lawrenceburg, lN 47025
513-851-9835

Corporation Officers
President, Dr. Jon Seymour
Vice President, Kani Meyer
Recording Secretary,

Dwight Poffenberger

(513)  851-9835
(513)  948-8630

(513) 241-2324
Correspond i ng Secretary,

Dennis  Mason (513)  385-3607
Treasurer ,  J im Poehlmann (513)  931-4072
Ohio Agent, Dwight Poffenberger (513) 241-2324
Indiana Agent, Mike Kluesener (812) 623-7800

Co m m ittee C h a i rpe rso n s
Conservation, Dr. Jon Seymour
Easement Inspection,

(513) 851-e83s

Mike Kluesener (812) 623-7800
Education, Velda Mil ler (812) 584-0187
Field Trips, Jay Stenger (513) 522-4245
Land Management, Kani Meyer (513) 948-8630

John Kle in (513)  941-4877
Programs, Kani Meyer (513)948-8630
Research, Dr. Steve Pelikan (513) 681-2574
Speakers Bureau, Dr. Jon Seymour (513) 851-9835
Newsletter Editor, Meg Poehlmann (513) 931-4072

Newsletter Email : meggster@fuse.net

Wetland Matters, the newsletter for members of
Oxbow, lnc.,'s published bimonthly.
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