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Bi rda thon 2012.  Mav I  l -12
..... by'.Ion Surr,,r,,

( ict  out thc binoculars and birdl ists,  warnr up
your chc;kbook and pcn and lct 's al l  gct rcady to par-
t ic ipatc rnrJ support  thc fundraising cf  lorts of thc Bir-
dathon t()ams. I f  you havc part ic ipatcd bclorc you
know ho.v much fun it is, if you havc contributcd bc-
forc you know how satisfying it is to cncouragc your
favoritc t :anr.

The Greater Cincinnat i  Birdathon wi l l  be
held May ll-12, 2012. Last ycar ncarly 20 groups,
ovcr 50 part ic ipants, and ovcr 70 donor individuals and
groups complctcd anothcr succcssful fund raiser/fun
raiscr and locatcd 199 spccics in thc Grcatcr Cincinnati
Area and had a wondcrful timc doing it. Wowl That
mcans wc . ,v i l l  do i t  again. Maybc this t i rnc wc wi l l
rcach 200 spccics!

Tlrc Birdathon is thc only tundraiscr that wc
sponsor a;rcj  thc moncy raiscd gocs to habitat  inrprovc-
mcnt and ircccss improvcmcnt.  l {abi tat  changcs wc
madc in t l tc last tcn ycars havc lcd to incrcascs in thc
biodivcrsi iy of  thc arca. Plant spccics nurnbcrs in-
crcascd or cr I 0o/, in our most rcccnt survcy. Wc havc
addcd tJ n,;vr spccics of birds to our cxtcnsivc bird l ist
in thc last l0 ycars. This year wc wi l l  cont inuc our
butte rfly survcys and hopcfully start a dragonfly/
damsclf ly survcy. Adding thesc addit ional survcys is
an indicat ion of thc cnhanccd biodivcrsi ty that corrc-
sponds to c.nhanccd micro cnvironmcnts ',vithin thc
Oxbow.

Scc pagc 9 lbr a l ist ing of thc Oxbow tcams.
For thc contribLrtion lbrm lor your l-avoritc tciult, scc
pagc 9. I f  you havc ncvcr part ic ipatcd bcfbrc and
would l ikc to givc i t  a try,  contact Jay Stcngcr (513-
522-4245) to cntcr a tcam. If you arc not surc about a
teanr and st i l l  would l ikc to try thc cxpcricncc, col t tact
Jon Scyn iour  (513-851-9835) .  Jon  w i l l  takc  any  f i rs t
timcrs out lhat r,' ' ish to trry thcir flrst Birdathorr.
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Need a speaker? Cal l513-851-9835

The Wiseman-Witte Grant Funding at Work
at Cincinnat i  Waldorf  School

,,,,,by Velda Miller

As a follow-up to the fall funding period for
thc Wiscman-Wittc cducational grants, I visitcd the
Clincinnati Waldorf School on Wcdnesday, Fcbruary 8.
I' l l probably try to sncak back in thc latc spring or
summcr to scc thc arca when it's greened up, but it was
wondcrful bcing with the students and hearing about
thc work that wcnt into their play/nature arca.

Unlikc most schools, thc same teachcr stays
with thc studcnts {iom l' ' through 8th grade. In the
third gradc thc studcnts build somcthing. The studcnts
dccidcd thcy wantcd to takc a wet grassy area and turn
it into a play arca./naturc arca. It was thc students, thcsc
third gradcrs, undcr thc guidancc of adults that did
most of thc work. Much of thc fescue whcrc thc water
flows was dug up. Scdgcs wcre plantcd in this arca. At
a location in Mt. Airy fbrcst, dirt was bcing hauled in
and dumpcd as fll l. Thc studcnts rcscucd (dug up) thc
scdgcs fiom that sitc and rcplantcd thcm at thcir sitc.
Othcr plants,  such as nat ivc sunf lowcrs, swamp rose,
and bcrgamot, havc also bccn addcd to thc surrounding
arca. Al though thc plants havc not yct sprouted this
ycar, most studcnts kncw and wcrc vcry willing to
point out whcrc thcy had dug and placed thcm.

In ordcr that thc play/nature arca could bc cas-
ily acccsscd, thc studcnts built a board walk. Again, it
was thcsc third gradcrs that carcfully measured thc
boards (two timcs as I was oftcn rcmindcd). used hand
saws to cr.rt thcm thc propcr lcngth, nailcd it all to-
gcthcr,  and put i t  in placc. Al l  accomplished with a lot
of planning, a lot of swcat and hard work, onc broken
fingcr, and a fbw bruiscs and minor cuts.

Soon thc wanlth and longcr days of spring
should brine fbrth thc rcwards of all thcir efforts. Thc

(c:ontinuetl on page 2)



Wisernan-\\ ' i t te ( irant Ftrnding (crtrrt i t t trct l  . f i ' r tnt l)uga I )

cattai ls.  touch-tnc-t lots,  and lv i l low that alrcady cal l

this arca homc, wi l l  bc joincd by thc ot l tcr nat ivc plants

so carefully placed by the sfudcnts. Thcsc will scrvc as

an invi tat ion to othcr wi ldl i fc to conrc join thcr lr  i r t

thcir  spccial  arca. and hopcful ly cal l  i t  homc. Alrcady.

a crawdad has madc this smal l  wct land i ts l tot l rc '  Last

ycar,  a pair  ol-mal lards bui l t  a ncst among thc logs ol 'a

largc fal lcn trcc that has bccn lcf t  in this arca. Unlbrtu-

natcly, duc to all thc hard work going on ncarby, thcy

abandoncd tlrc sitc. But, thcrc is hopc this ycar that

they wi l l  rcturn and f ind thc si tc cvcn nlorr-  invi t ing'

And therc is stil l morc to bc clonc. As fourth

gradcrs, thcy arc planning on adding ncsting boxcs fbr

birds.
So much has bccn gaincd through thc studcnts'

ef forts.  Not just a wct land/play arca, but thc knowl-

edgc and organizational skills it takcs to plan sttch a

projcct, thc paticncc and proper usc of tools to put it all

together, and now thcir obscrvational skills as thcy scc

first hand, thc rcwards of a job rvcll donc.

(The Wisenan-lVitte Educcttion Grunt.s are rtvt'urcled lo

leachers K-12 and .fisr special ctlut'rttiottul projac'ls'

You may contribute directl-v to the.funcl b1t tlesignating

a special clonation, memorial or hrtnorarium fttr ttse by

the fund.)
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Elect ion Results 2012

Thc following persons werc clcctcd at thc Annual

Members meeting of in January.

Denis Conovcr, Dcnnis Mason, Kani Mcycr, Mcg

Poehlmann and Rick Pope werc clcctcd to thc Board of

Directors of Oxbow, lnc. and, in a separatc clcctiott' to

thc Board of Directors of Oxbow of Indiana, Inc'

At thc January Board mccting tlic following officcrs

wcrc clccted by the dircctors of both thc Oxbow' Inc'

and Oxbow of Indiana, Inc. organizations'

Presidcnt of Both: Jon ScYmour

Vicc-President of Both: Kani McYer

Recording Sccrctary for Both: Drvight Poffcnbcrgcr

Corrcsponding Sccrctary for tsoth: Dennis Mason

Trcasurcr for Both: Jim Pochlmann

At the samc mccting Ed Gcmpcrlc was appointed to

the Board of Directors of both organizations to fil l an

unexpired term on the Board.

Clean Srveep of thc Great lVliami 2012

Saturday, MaY 19,2012
9 a.m. to Noon

Meet at the entrance Parking lot.

Wc wil l provide, bags, water'
gloves and a T-shirt

Anyone lvith a truck \ve can use please

e m a il K a n i M eye r lillr,r i l.u til;l-iLll,tlg',r:q tll
or call at 513-948-8630

What's UP under Your Trces?
lJndcrstory WorkshoP

Junc 23, 2012 f ionr 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.ni .

E,arth Conncct ion -  $8.00 ( incluclcs lunch)

Join us to lcarn morc about plants naturally

occurring un<lcr thc canopy layer of Eastcm forcsts'

Wc will fbcus on thc middle layer, which includes

small shrubs to 15' undcrstory trccs. You u'il l lcarn

what shrubs work wcll in home lalldscapcs, what to

plant to providc food fbr butterflics and othcr wildlife,

and how to cradicatc invasivc spccics attd what to plant

to rcplace thcsc plants. We'll also talk about con:;crva-

tion and local cfforts of monitoring our statc lraturc

prcscrvcs and how you can hclP!

Spcakcrs: Chris McCul lough' Christ inc I lad-

lcv. ancl Dcbi Woltcrman. Hikes to scc shrubs in ttattvc

ivtodcd habitats will bc lcd by Tim Sisson' Prcsctttcd

by Cincinnat i  Wildf lowcr Prcscrvat ion Socicty '

Grcatcr Cincinnat i  Wild Ones, Midwcst Nat ivc Plant

Society and Westcrn Wildlifc Corridor, C['CV

(Conncct ing Comn-runity Conscrvat ion Voluntcct 's ) '

RSVP Kathy McDonald by cal l ing 5 l3-941-6497 or by

cmaiI at Kathv(rilcincinnatibirds.com



REMINDER:  SAFETY!  REMINDER!

,  l lunt ing Scason in  lnd iana lasts  w'c l l  in to
,the Spring. While only srtral l  poft ions of Oxbow
' Land are open to hunting, i t  is st i l l  wisc to be
iawarc of the potential fbr encountcring huntcrs.
,A lso the sr r ta l l  pof t ions of  land st i l l  in  pr ivatc
,hancls in the Oxborv rnay also havc lcgal lruntcrs.
, l t  is a good idca to wear bright colorerJ clothing
;r.vhi le wandcring Oxbow trai ls during lrunting
' S C a S O t l .

Oxfun', Int'. hu,s e:;luhli.;had Manotiul.s itr

honor of'lho.sc v'ho hove pusst'd on. Ettclt ll'lt'rnoriel

a.;tubli.slrcd irr thc numt, of u f) ' iutt l or rclutivc tt ' i l l

be anrollctl parmuncntly irt lhc rccrtrtl,s of tht' Cor-

ytorolion. Euch contribrrl ion lo u Marnoriql n' i l l  he

ocknowladgctl lo lhe litnil.r' or to tho.sa .sclcctcd h.t,

tlta donor'.

Tt'ihrrlc.s ure ul.so anntllctl pcrrndn(ntl-r' in

lha rccrtrd.; of thc CorTxtrulion. Sonta lrihutc.\ dre

h irl hclq.t, or urtrt iva r,s ut'-y' t't,tttent hru tt<'cs, ho l idut'

grcetings ot gruliltrda o(knowlt,d{cntcnl.r. If .:o da-

.siretl, " Huppt" Birthtluy!" or t lta l ikt, t ' trtt hc in-

. t t r ih t ' t l  in  thL '  l r ih t t t t '  t t r t l i t  t ' ,

( -L t t t t r ih t r t i t t t r . ; bc ,scnl lo

lnt ' . ,  P. O. Brx 1172, Luwx't tctbut ' .g,  l i l  470)5. Be

.\ure to enc'lose lhe nsmes tntcl utlclrassc.s r;f

lhose x'ho ure lo re('eir)e lhe ockttov'ledgetnt,nt.

Oxborv Inc. would l ike to thank the
fol lorving donors for their generous gifts.

Mr.  & Mrs.  Michael  A.  Coombe

Cliarles Noe

Kel ly Riccett i

,$,"

w

Oxbow, Inc. Honorariums & Memorials

Donor  In  Honor  of

Wcstwood Mcthodist
lVl crrirratcs

Jay & Macic VanRcnssclacr

Donor

Janc Bcnrzott

Raymond & Audrcy Bochringcr

Bob & Ernma Hartkcure ier

Kcmp Jaycox & Cynthia Fink

Joan & Dcan Sampson

Jon & Jackic Scymour

Vicki Shcphcrd & Ron GoLrgh

Waync Waul igrnan

Charl ic Grccn &
Constancc Lighthal l

In Memory of

Roy P. Bernzott

Roy P. Bcrnzott

Roy P. Bcrnzott

Phyl l is Kadel

Roy P. Bcrnzott

Nornra Flannery
and Morris Merccr

Dr. Ed Pclikan

Thanks to Al icc Ann Carpcntcr
firr hcr mcmorial to John Lciningcr for

thc Wiscnran Wittc Educat ion Fund
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Oxbow Inc.  PRO(i i tANlS

To reoch the (),rhov', lttt. oll ice tuke l l ighwu.l ' l 'rS-t0sotrth.fittttt tha #16 e.rit o// I-275 Pa.s.s' t l te Holl.t 'rxtod
Cu.sino erit urrd turn leli ut / ltt 'sec'ond.sto1t l igl,t onlo l[ 'ulrrtrl St.30l Ll 'alrrtrt is on tht,right.t icle ul t ltt 'sec-
ond st<tplighl ul tht L'ot'n.'t '  of l l ' t t lntrt ontl ( ' ttrtar 5/r'cc'ls. f irca ltorkittg i.s ut'uiluhlc otr l l 'ulntrl Sl.. Catttct '
St., and in lht' purking lctt hcltittcl the buildittg.)

Tucsday ,  March  13 ,21  12 ,7 :30  p .m .
-101 Walnut  St . .  Larvrenceburg

The Oxbow', Inc. Oflice
Those of you who have visited our online photo alburns of thc Orborv lnay have rroted a greot Inany excellent photographs by Ox-
bow nember, Cavernan E,tris. Now is your chancc to see Clavenran present thesc and rnore that he has made ovsr the years in the
Oxbow, including fiogs, turl les, birds, plants, f ' lowers, and insects as vell as scenic vistas of our favorite places. Maybe, i l-we're
lucky,  he ' l l  even expla in the or ig in of 'h is  narne.

Ap r i l  10 ,  2012 ,  7 :30  p .m .
-301 Walnut  St . ,  Lawrenceburg

'fhe 
0xborv. Inc. Office

D r . W a y n e W a u l i g m a n w i l l  s p e a k o n t h e " l L e s u l t s o l ' t h e O h i o l l r c c d i n g B i r d A t l a s 2 0 0 6 - 2 0 1 1 " .  M a p s o f  i n d i v i c l u a l  s p e c i e s c a n b e
shown and cornpared tt l the previous atlas tiorn 1982 to 19t37. Along rvith thc rttaps wil l be pltotos of breecling bird nests, t ledg-
lings or singing r.nales.

Oxbow lnc .  F lE l ,D ' l 'R IPS

Trt rcut'h lhe uppcr
clala, drivc huck to thc ccment plunl. lurn right to Iltc t'ntl t;f lha roud, thttt la/t. Tlrc lttt i.s ttrt t'our rishl.

Saturdal ' ,  l \ larch 17,2012 8:00 a.m.
St. Patrick's Day Waterfowl

Meet: In the upper Oxbow parking lot at the rnain entrance just bcvoncl the cement planl
Leader: Ned Kel ler, (5 I 3 ) 94 I -6497, q1r' i l \q ! l_qq :l l l t l  :1ti i  l . i .11l t

Many signs of spring should be noticeable by this date and nrid-Nlarch is thc peak lbr spring wateribwl lnigration in our area.
While waterfbwl wil l be the fbcus of this visit, a nurnber of other spring rnigrants and lingering winter residents should also be present.
Bald Eagles reach peak numbers during March and Sandhil l Cranes are also a good bet. Shake ofTyour cabin I 'ever and join Ned Keller
for this St. Patrick's Day morning trip. Ned, an experl birder, has birded the Oxbclw lbr over 30 years. March also brings rain and poten-
tial f looding so some areas of the Oxbow may inaccessiblc. Ned wil l ad.just his plans. i l-necessary. on the day of the trip. Dress lbr late
winter and expect sonre mud on your shoes. Feel f iee to contact Ned with any questions .

Ned wil l also observe a tradition begun rnany years ago by thrcc of Oxbow Inc's lbunding fathers (and Cincinnati nature icons),
the late Morris Mercer, George Laycock and Karl Maslowski. Every St Patrick's Day Monis, Karl, George and various l i iends and tam-
ily would visit the Oxbow together ancl bring packages of Lorna l)otlne cookies with thern. Not a single cookie was eaten unti l the l lrst
Green-winged Teal was spotted in honor of the day. Sooner clr later Crcen-wingecl 

' l 'eal 
were always found and St. Patrick's Day rvrs

contmemorated with the opening of the cookies. Ned prornises lo have lots ol- Lorna l)oones on hand. (lreen beer was also tnc'ntioned.
but  I ' l l  be l ieve i t  when I  see i t .  Gel  your  St .  Paddy's  day ro l l ing by seeihg a val ie ty  o l 'b i rds ( inc luding ( i reen-winged' I 'ea l )  ancl  othcr
wildlif 'e.

Sa tu rday ,  Ap r i l 21 .2012  8 :00  A l \ l
Birds & Herps

Meet: ln the uppcr Oxborv parking lot at lhc rnain entrance just beyond the cernent planl
Leader: PauI Krusling. (5 I I) -17 | -2954,I'kl$ltttgt{ !-rU::, i-tgl

Dur ing the second hal f  o f  Apr i l ,  Spr ing should be we l l  advanced .  Depending on thc species of  b i rd,  spr ing migrat ion u ' i l l  be
either near peak, just beginning or just rvincling down. ln other words. a {reat diversity of species shtlulcl bc tbrurd rn the Oxborv arert orl
this date. Waterfclw,l, herons, shorcbirds, raptors and rnigrant songbirds are 'r l l  expected. Additionally the warnrine weathcl rvil l  sce a
var ie ly  of  herps ( rept i les & arnphib ians)become act ive and the Oxbow and k 'wer Great  Miami River  is  a great  p lace to see lhem as rvel l .
On this trip we wil l have to look both up and down. as we wil l focus on birds.rnd herps.

Paul Krusling is an excellent birder. but is also one of the l-erv repti le and arnphibian experts in the Cincinnati area. He is always
contldent that he can trnd, and in many cases catch, specimens including turtles, snakes, skinks, t iogs. toads, and salatnanders. On this
t r ip  Paul  wi l l  v is i t  both s ides of  the Grcat  Miamr River .  the Oxbow and t l re  r i . ,erbanks on the Sharvnee Lookoul  s ide,  as we seek a d iver-
sity of wildlit-e. Because April also brings rain and potential f looding, sollre areas nray be inaccessible. PaLrl wil l adjust his plans accord-
ingly on the day of the trrp. Dress fbr early spring and expecl soure u.tud on your shoes. Ireel free to contact Paul if you have any ques-

t rons.



Oxbow's Christmas Wish List for 2012

During the recent Christmas Season, like manlt oth-
ers, we have prepared our Wish List for Santa" In
the past Santa has Jilled several of our wishes so we
must have been on the good list. We hope that if
members know about items and talents that we need,
the.,- might realize ways they might be able to help,
and may want to play the part of Santa.
. We need a volunteer interested in interviewing

other volunteers and writing up short stories,
on the efforts of other volunteers, for publica-
tion in the Wetland Matters.

. We need a volunteer coordinator to make
phone calls and send email messages to the
many volunteers who participate in our activi-
ties through the course on the year.

. We need someone to donate the year round use
of a dumpster in the Oxbow area so that we can
take the trash we have on an irregular basis
there for dumping. (We will still ask Rumpke
to donate a dumpster on site for large projects")

. [f you have a truck that is in good shape that
you are no longer using and wish to donate it to
Oxbow, we are interested.

If you can help with any of these needs or think
you know someone who can, please call Jon Sey-
mour at 513-851-9835.

@ v ' 7 7 P v v v { { v v v ? > v r r @

Hunting Permit Applications Due July 1,2012

Oxbow, [nc. members who wish to apply for permits to
hunt on Oxbow, Inc. land must submit their application
by July 1,2012 to:

Oxbow, Inc.
c/o Denny lVlason

10210 Scul l  Rd
Cincinnati, OH 45252

Your application must include a copy of your valid lndi-
ana hunting license and a completed memorandum of
understanding printed on page I L Cut out the memoran-
dum. Complete the form and mail it with a copy of your
license and a self addressed stamped envelop to Denny.
Once accepted you will receive a permission slip to hunt
on Oxbow land designated for hunting, east of I-275.
Members must have dues paid current to the time of ap-
plication. Any violation of the memorandum of under-
standing will result in immediate revocation of hunting
privileges.

Sixth Annual Wildflower Festival
Friday, Apri l  13,6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Ccllege of Mount Saint Joseph

Sponsored by the Western Wildlife Corridor
(wwc)

This family event will feature nature games
and activities for children, a wildflower plant sale, a
painting class. and presentations by local environ-
mental organizations. Contact Rebecca at
859.5 12. 1983 or rsison654@zoomtown.com to leam
more about this enjoyable event or to inquire about
participating.

Saturday, April 28, half day or all day
Eighth Annual Flower-a-thon Fundraiser

Sponsored by the Western Wildlife Corridor
(wwc)

In this fun event, participants compete to
identify the wildflowers of the region. Beginners can
join an experienced team to leam more about wild-
flowers. Each participant solicits pledges from
friends, relatives, neighbors, businesses or corpora-
tions for each species found during that day.

You can begin your day at 8 a.m. with a
breakfast around the fire at Embshoff Woods Park.
or join us at I p.m. at the gravel pull-off on Bender
Road. Teams will explore the Ohio River valley to
search for and identiff wildflowers. A dinner catered
by Arnold's and a raffle cap off the day. The team
identifying the most wildflowers will receive the
event's coveted Golden Trillium Award. To register.
(f-ee of $15 per person required), contact Tim at
5 13.922.21 04 or tsisson@.fuse.net.

Member Communicat ions Committee:
Jennifer Borneman

Joanne Earls
Lynda Mason
Velda Mil ler

Jackie Seymour
Pat Shankl in

Suzanne Skidmore
Barb Varland

Jim Wilgenbusch



This pholo look s€cond place in our 2010 photo contesl,
OF EASTERN NORTH AMERICA

bown wilh vrhile underwin$. (The descdplion is prDvided by Wayne Wedgmn)
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Fourth Grade students from Cincinnati Waldorf School stand in the middle of the natural play area that a grant from Oxbow, Inc. Wiseman-Witte Education Fund helped
tofund. Theplayareawasaprojectstartedbythisclassasthirdgradersandtheywill continuetobuilduponitunti l theybecomeSthgraders. TheirteacherLydia
Kelley stands behind the group with teaching assistant and playscape designer Luke Schelly. Notice that the kids have collected a lot of mud on their clothes. Now that
is getting close to nature! (photo by Velda Miller)
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Winter habitat in the
Oxbow is often a mixture
of water and farm
fields. Flooded corn
fields are a particularly
rich source of food for
wintering ducks and
Geese. Thousands can
be found in the Oxbow
dur ing  the  w in te r
months. The attraction
is enhanced by the
standing wildlife crops
left for winter food by the
farmers that lease our
land. Contracts have
been signed for 5 years
starting in 2012 for leas-
ing 380 acres of Oxbow
land for farming. The
income from our farm
leasing basically runs the
day to day operations of
Oxbow, Inc. and Oxbow
of Indiana, lnc. @hoto by
J  o  n  S  e  y  n  o  u  r )

,nl:i,

ffi



(Thursday, February 9, 2012)
Here and There and All Over

There were over 100 people in the room for a semi-
nar on the care of land. Three of the attendees are on the
Board of Oxbow, Inc. Kani Meyer and John Klein, Ox-
bow's land managers, are there and I am too. They are the
important ones. The affair is sponsored by Green Um-
brella's Land Team and folks from Kentucky, Indiana, and
Ohio are in attendance. Listening to the problems that most
other open lands owners have in this area reminds just how
unique the problems of land management in the floodplain
are. After the morning seminar I head for the Oxbow.

Just last week the water had been at 46 feet in Cin-
cinnati and the entrances into the Oxbow had been cut off
by high water. This would be the third time this week that I
would drive the Oxbow Lake road from Hardintown to Hol-
lywood. Five years ago this would have been an impossible
thought. Now even puddles in the road are safe to drive
through as there is a gravel bottom under the water. We still
have to work with the roads each year but each year it gets
easier to drive the "Shell to Slot" route in wet weather.

On Monday the 6'h as I drove into the Oxbow, the
first thing I noticed was an immature Bald Eagte perched in
the top of a tree on the causeway across Juno Pond. It was
being shadowed by its own noisy guard of American Crows.
This is often a good way to locate a Bald Eagle in the Ox-
bow. Listen for agitated crows and locate the source of the
sound. Monday is foggy in the bottoms so the eagle seems
content to ignore the crows and stay where it is.

A little further down the road I met a bulldozer
tractor coming up the road at me. This strikes me as a bit
unusual but then I notice that it has a vehicle in tow. I know
that for the past 6 weeks an insurance company has been
trying to retrieve a stolen vehicle that was driven out into
the Oxbow and abandoned under the I-275 bridge. It has
been underwater for much of the last few weeks. Now Har-
dintown Salvage had decided the time and conditions were
right to retrieve the vehicle. I stopped to talk with one of
the Salvage folks and he confirms my thoughts. He sur-
prises me with a story that they also found a van stuck on
the abandon portion of Oxbow Lake road that it had been
there overnight. They had freed the occupied vehicle and
the driver had hightailed it out of the Oxbow along the RR
road exit. While I did say the road was drivable I want to
make it clear - ONLY the roads we gravel.

On Tuesday the 7'n I had ridden along this road
with the Director of the Dearborn County Visitors Bureau
and two other tour people looking at the possibilities of in-
cludine a visit to the Oxbow in tours that come to Dearborn

County. We were in the Chamber of Commerce van but we
sailed on through with no difficulties. Now on Friday I was
headed back in again, this time to count birds. The Ameri-
can coots are numerous as well as Mallards. In the fields
behind Oxbow Lake I can see I I Great Blue Herons fishing
the flood pools sharing them, probably reluctantly, with a
large flock of Ring-billed Gulls.

Heading south along the Lawrenceburg Conser-
vancy District road, a glance to my left shows me a large
bird coming at me over the harvested field from the railroad
track area. It is only 30-40 feet in the air as it cruises slowly
toward me. Almost immediately I can see the white head. I
stop the car and decide to remain inside until the bird passes
by. As the Bald Eagle draws even with me the white tail
becomes obvious. As the eagle passes I slip out of the car
door and raise my binoculars to get a look and to watch
where it goes. It continues toward the trees that line the
ridge that lies south of Osprey Lake and separates the ter-
race of the lake from the old river bottom below. The target
now becomes evident as the binoculars show me an imma-
ture Bald Eagle already occupying the tree tops. My
thought is that the adult would pull up next to the juvenile

and they would occupy the area together. Wrongl!! The
adult comes into the same perch rising up in a sweep and
talons are raised. The juvenile appears to be taken by sur-
prise and is knocked off the perch and actually seems to
jump out of the way before getting its wings open to fly.
The adult occupies the perch and the juvenile heads north
and circles Juno Pond before descending to a perch in the
trees along Oxb<lw Lake road.

Again I have been privileged to see a moment in
the drama of nature. This drama movie is playing all the
time and whenever we enter the Oxbow we get to see what-
ever current episode is showing. We do not write the script
and as I just learned - again - we cannot even predict the
script.

Remember I came into the Oxbow to count some
birds. Here is the l ist:

Du te :  
- l ' hu rs t l a l ,  

I eb rua ry  9 .  2012
l-oc:r t ion :  Orbon.  Larvrenccburg

Rr- 'por ter :  . f  on Se1 nrour

. l- i0 ,\rtrclicln C'oot
r  - l ( ) ( )  \ la l lar i l
'  -10 Gadr,r'all
. 5 L'anach (loosc

.  l 7  f i r c l t  B luc  I l c ron

.  l5  . , \ rner icur t  Crorv

'  I  Tt r rke)  \ - i r l l i r rc
r  IN r r r t hc r r r  F l l r r i c r
.  I  Red-ta i lcc i  F l ruk
.  I  Bu id  Eag le

( 1 aclult. I irr.unatr-u'e)
.  - l i  Rin ' : -b i l le t l  CLr l i

It shows exactly what I saw but gives nothing of the real
story. For the shorv you have to be in the Oxbow.

(Listings of the sightings of birds in the Oxbow are posted
on our website www.oxbowinc.org or wrywv.oxbowinc.info
and sometimes are tqlked about and mentioned on the Face-
book page where photos of some of the birds seen are
shared)



Birdathon 2012 Pledge l -orm
( M a y  l l - 1 2 . 2 0 1 2 )

Narne

Acldrcss

My Pledgc {br  Bi rdathon 2012 is :  I r ixed Anrount :  S __ (  )Check Lnclosed (  )  B i l l rne af ter the Bi rdathon
(Be .strrc to Ttick u tcLntt lo.\ttpp()rt tvith.t 'otrt ' t 'hack. It medns u lol to thc birder.s.)

Per  Species Pledgc:  (Ci rc le One,  you lv i l l  be b i l led af ier  the Bi rdathon):

S  -5 .00  S4 .00  $3 .00  .  $2 .00  S  1 .00  $0 .75  $0 .50  $0 .25  O the r  $

My Pledge is  to Support  the fo l lowing Oxtrow, Inc. ' l 'eam

_ t l iuhest  Scor ing Tearn

_ Tearn # l  Paul  Whar lon,  Jay Stcnger ' ,  & Joe l lcns

Tcanr #2 - Waync Wauligrnan, l lr ich Bauntgardner, & Jerry Lippert

Team #3 -  Sis ter  Mar ly  Dennody,  Lois  Shadix,  & Chr is  Moran

Tearr # 4 Slcve Pe likan. Bob Lacker. & Charlie Saunders

Teaur #-5 - Jon Scyrnour & thc First Tirners

Tearn #6 Davc &. lanc Stycr  (West  Coast  Big Day)

Mai l  To:  Oxbow of  Indiana,  Inc
P . O .  B o x  4 1 7 2
Lawrenceburg, IN 47025
Attn: Birdatlron

Birdathon Participation

Oxbow, lnc. wants to havc as many birdwatchcrs as possiblc part ic ipatc in thc Birdathon. Whi lc thcrc is a basic compct i t ion
fbr thc most spccics sccn in thc Birdathon arca during 24 hours, thcrc arc many ways to compctc bcsides most spccics for
thc total Birclathorr arca. To gct your mind working, hcrc arc somc possiblc categorics of compctition:

. il nol lhc enlire Birdathon urcu lhcn u prtrlion- If you want to cntcr a tcam (or as an indi-
e Most Spccics sccn: in ouc statc.  in onc county or a r ivcr rvatcrshcd vidual)  in thc Oxbow Birdathon, please

-murlta it is u stnoll araa- call Jay Stenger @,513-522-4245 or Jon
r Most Spccics In Onc Locat ion: l ikc thc Oxbow, back yard, or a big si t  Seymour Ca) 513-851-9835. Wc l ikc to

-rttu.t'bc the t-vpa of'leant- know how rnany arc going to bc partici-
r  Most Spccics sccn: by a farni ly,  a group undcr thc agc of 20, a schoolclass pat ing on the Birdathon so that wc can gct

-trttt.t'ha il can be a .special cot<'grtr.t,- the Pizza ordcr right for thc Grand Tally
. Most moncy raiscd: by a tcarn, an individual, a class Party at thc finish of thc Birdathon.

- ( ) t ' -

r  Most birc ls sccn rvi thoul using lbssi l  f i rc l ,  whi lc bui lding a dcck, taking thc kids tbr a hikc

. t {"r / ; i , r ls photographcd

Y o u c a n c v c n n r a k c u p y o l l r o w n c a t c g o r y .  I f i t h a s a n v t h i n g t o d o w i t h c o u n t i n g b i r d s p c c i c s i n t h c B i r d a t h o n ' s 2 4 h o u r
titttc wiudou, .,vc u'il l probably acccpt it.

Rerncmbcr thc purposc o1'thc Birdathon is to raisc nroncy lbr improving Oxborv habitat and Oxbow acccssibility projccts.
The rvav to do i t  is to have fun birding! Then cclebrate al l  the fun at the Grand Tal ly Party
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by Dave Styer

The Nor thern Goshawk

ln keeping wrth recent tradit ion. this artrcle is
a fol low-up to the recent addit ion of the Northem
(ioshawk to t lre Oxbow bird l ist.  Last October 27,
Dan Lindeman and Ron Dressrnan saw the Goshawk
at the Oxbow, and Ron has written in Wetland Mat-
/c,r",r about the sighting.

The Northem Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis) is
the largest of the three Accipiter species of North
Arnerica, north of Mexico. The other two, the Coo-
per's Hawk and the Sharp-shinned [-lawk, are seen
fairly regularly in the Greater Cincinnati area. Gos-
hawks are seen rnaybe a f-ew tirnes in a decade, and I
never saw one in the area. The irnrnature Accipitcrs
have brown-streaked breasts. The adult Sharp-
shinned and Cooper's Hawks have red-barred
breasts, but the adult Goshawk has a gray-barred
breast. The Goshawk that Dan and Ron saw was evi-
dently an adult, and that gray-barred brcast rnakes
the identification rclatively easy. The Sibley Guide
to Bird.; provides a good idea of the size of a Gos-
hawk. The (average) length of a Goshawk is 2l
inches, while the average length of a Red-tai led
l lawk is l9 inchcs. Certainly the Goshawk is a largc
bird. Howevcr, the wingspan of a Goshawk is
around 4l inchcs, while that of a Red-tai lcd I lawk is
49 inches. As cornparecl with a Red-tai led l lawk al l
our Accipiters have a rclat ively longcr and narrower
ta i l .  and a shof icr  wingspan.

Our Accipiters arc bird caters, but the large
Goshawk l ikely eats rrore rnarnrnals than do Coo-
per's or Sharp-shinned I lawks. As Ron's Wetlund
Mutlers article uotcs, (loshau'ks coure south wlien
Snowshoe Hares and grouse arc scarce, and this
scarcity Irappens in aboLrt l0 ycar cyclcs.

Thc hunting of the Goshawk rnust be dra-
nratrc. The publication on thc Nortl iern Goshawk by
Jolrrr Scluires and Richarc1 Reynolds irr Tha Bircls o/
Nnr th Amer icu s tatcs:

As an aggressive North Arncrican hunt-
ing hawk, Gosharvks cagerly crash

tlrrough brush whcn capturing prey or read-
i ly str ike intruders approaching their nests.

The sarne aft icle statcs that t lre Goslrawk,
which also l ives al l  across [ iurasia. has been used in
falconry fbr rnany centuries. Also, "revcred as syrn-
bols of strcngth, a Coshaw'k ac1orned t lrc helrnet of
Att i la thc Hun." Perhaps writ ing was a l i t t lc rnorc
flanrboyant earl icr irr t l ie 20"'ccntury. The tbl lowing
paragraplr is an excerpt fiorn Binls o/ lllus.suc'htr-
,r 'cl / .s, by Edward Howe Forbush (1927):

Anrong al l  the f ierce raptorcs that inhabit
the continent of North Arnerica, there is
not liawk handsorncr, braver, flercer, or
rnore powerful than the Goshawk. Its
attack is swift, furious and deadly. In the
death grapple i t  cl ings f-erociously to i ts
vict irn, careless of i ts own safcty unti l
the unfbrtunate creature succurnbs to its
steely grip. I ts strokc is terr ible. I t  is de-
livered with such fbrce as sometirnes to
tear out most of one side of i ts vict irn.
and its wing-power is so great that i t  can
carry off rabbits and full-grown fbwls.
The Goshawk is a bird of the great
nofthern coniferous fbrcsts. but in winter
when presscd by hunger i t  lrunts over al l
k inds ol ' tcrr i tory.

It  sounds as i f  thc Oxbow School rnascot
should bc t lrc Gosharvk. Let 's hcar i t  fbr thc Gos-
hawks! This rcrninds rnc of one of Worth Randlc's
favorite lanrcjokes. Many a now nriddlc-aged Junior
Zoologist spcnt sonre t irne aflcld birding rvit lr
Worth. On looking skyward and seeing a jct planc,
Worlh would cxclairn "therc goes a Gashawkl"

hr ?r ?,+ ar -+ rr.,+ * "+ rr,r *.+ * tr
News of Dave Styer

go to:

i i i l L r .  r i  r r  i r  - l l i l r . , t l r  l r r i  n r i l r . r  { i i l rr]i$I., l!\]},.:l,d1.i[
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Sunman-Dcarborn Intermediate School  Naturc
Outdtor  Lab

Re po rt f i'o trt Alarirl L i I I i t, St rn iir tt tr - [ ) t' tr r h o rn Te trt' lt e r

Wc had a c ledicat ion o1 ' the Outdoor Lab or t  Tues-
day,  Oct .  l8 th.  Trav is  Stoc l t ing f i 'orn lndiana Wi ld l i fe  Fed-
eration and the Schoolyard Habitat certif lcation and Susan
Knowles of  the [J .S.  l t ish and Wi ld l i lc  (b io logis t  at  Mus-
catatuck)  presentcd thc ccr t i f lcat ion/s ign.  The Outdoor Lab
conrmittee rvas rnadc up ol' f ive teachers: Jean Schureltzcr,
Beth McClamroch,  Chr is t ie  Andres,  ( 'ar la  Daughtery,  and
me. Other  school  par tners inc lude Torn Beck,  school  corpo-
ration rnaintenancc. and Mikc lreland, intenr-rediate school
custodian.  Norb Cioessl ing,  ass is tant  pr inc ipal  at  S-DlS
when the Outdoor Lab rvas begun and currently Principal at
Bright Elernentary, rvas instrumental in starting the lab. l le
worked closely with Vicky Srrrith o1' the DCISW(,'D and
Heather Wirth 

"vith 
Tanner Creek Watershed. lvlto wcrc

involved in the p lant ing ot - the wanr sunlner  grasscs in  the
prai r ie  and thc deve loprnent  of  the lab.  Mrs.  Vennerncier ,
the current  pr inc ipal  at  S-DlS,  is  support ivc o l -  our  ' "vork on
the lab.

The signs that the Oxbow purchascd are now up.
Roy Johnson and l 'r is Ag. Landscaping class at East Central
High School did the work to design and build the l iames, as
well as put thern up at the site. It is wonderful to have suclr
dedicated partners at thc high school. Mr. Johnson does
great things with the FFA and Ag classes. Some studcnts
who helped were: Haley Nailcr, Scan Kaeser, JefF Stacey,
and Ashlev Brothers.

o Others rnay rightfully visit the area and my activity has no priority over that of others.

o During my use of Oxbow, Inc. property I wil l not l i tter, remove or darnage Oxbow, Inc
property, or cause any habitat destruction.

o I wil l not leave any structures on the property (ie. hunting stands, duck blinds, etc.).

o I  wi l l  carry a val id  penniss ion s l ip  at  a l l  t i rnes whi le  hunt ing on Oxbow, Inc.  land.

o I  wi l l  obey a l l  appl icable laws

We planted a butterfly garden in honor of Sydney
Carpenter's young brother r.vhcl rvas kil led w'hen he was hit
by a truck. Gir[ Scout Troop 40059 stepped in, and r",ith
thei r  help we weeded the arca,  t i l led i t ,  p lanted the p lants
donated by Sydney's classmates. and then decided that it
really necded mulch. The hottest day of the sun.urer, they
put dor.vn landscaping cloth and hauled rvheelbarorv loads
of  rnulch to the gardcn.  They a lso paic l  lbr  the nru lch.  T l t is
garden could not  have becn r .vhat  i t  is  wi thout  thc i r  unsel f lsh
help. Their hours also contributed lorvard the ltours necdccl
lbr  a grant  through U.S.  F ish and Wi ld l i lc .  The t roop in-
c ludcd:  leaders JLr l ie  Becker  and Andrea Hart tnan and g i r ls
L indsay Bischof l .  Shelby I " lynn,  Rai lcy l lar t rnan,  I re l ic i ty
I lendren,  Kalea Huber.  Shelby Lake,  Meredi th Struewing,
and Kara Br.rshrneyer (f iorn a dit lerent troop).

Other peoplc who helped rvith thc garden or with
other phases of upkeep of the outdoor lab include: Lori and
Miranda Wi lson,  I la lcy Snook,  Michel lc  Paquet te,  Ruth
Ann Batta, Mr. and Mrs. Tony Bishofl-, and the tsriglrt
Christian Chr.rrch volunteers (led by the Tervksbury and
Srni th larn i l ies) .

I feel so fortunate to have so many people that have
worked toward rnaking the outdoor lab what it is. I appreci-
ate tl.re grant opportunity frorn Oxbow Inc. that allowed Lrs
to have t ra in ing and p lanning t i rne,  as wel l  as the s igns.

(Orbow, Inc. is proud to adminisler the Wi.scman-
Wilte Nature Educution gronts that made Oxbow"s partic'i-
palictn in the above pro.jecl possible. Grant upplicotion.s are
on tha O.rhov' *-cbsite: o.rbov,inc.rtrg or oxbow'irtr'.infb)

Mail to: Oxbow, lnc.
c/o Denny Mason
10210  Scu l l  Rd .
Cincinnati, OH 45252
Phone :513 -385 -3607

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
(Ahttn|ing7lcrnti 's'sit lttsl ipv,itht. 'onfirmutoty,s|uttt1lunduu|horized'signa|LlrewillbereturnedondcceptanC,eo.f,your

Application and Memorandum of Understandittg
I am a member in good standing of Oxbow, Inc. and request permission to hunt on Oxbow, Inc. property east of l-275 as wil l be
shown on the rnap affixed to the permission slip that rnust be carried while hunting on Oxbow property.

I agree: to hunt subject to the following Oxbow, Inc. rules:

o I wil l practice good hunting ethics at all t imes.

I undcrstand that hunting privileges wil l be revoked if any of the above regulations are violated. I understand that I enter Oxbow,
Inc. properly entircly at lny own risk and hold Oxbow, lnc. l iee of l iabil i ty fbr any hazards, known or unknown to it. I HAVE IN-
CLUDED A COPY OIT MY VALID INDIANA HUNTING PERMIT and A SELF-ADDRESSED STAMPED ENVELOPE.

Your Signature Date
HUNTING PERMISSION RE.
QUESTS SHOULD BE SUB-
MITTED BY JULY I.2OI2

Return Mail Address:

Phone: Home Work

(Hunting permission is granted for one year (July I to June 30 of the following year) only and must be reapplied for yearly.)



Oxbow, lnc. and Oxbow of lndiana, lnc.

A nonprof i t  organizat ion formed by conservat ion
groups and concerned ci t izens of Ohio and Indiana for
the purpose of preserving and protect ing a wet lands
ecosystem know local ly as the Oxbow, Hardintown, or
Horseshoe Bottoms, from industr ial  development and
to preserve the floodplarn at the confluence of the
Great Miami and Ohio r ivers for use as a staging area
for the seasonal migrat ions of waterfowl.  This agricul-
tural  area is r ich in geological ,  archaeological ,  and an-
thropological  history.

Help us save this unique wetland ecosystem. Make
your state a r icher place in which to l ive by helping us
preserve this precious resource. Membership in
Oxbow, Inc. is encouraged and sol ic i ted.

Prothonotary Warbler $ 15 Wood Duck $ 25
Great Blue Heron $ 50 Green-winged Teal $100
Great Egret $250 Osprey $500
Bald Eagle $1 000
Charm of Goldf inches (Group Level)  $25

Mai l to :  Oxbow,  Inc .
P .O.  Box  4172
Lawrenceburg, lN 47025
51 3-851 -9835

Corporation Officers
Pres ident ,  Dr .  Jon  Seymour
Vice President,  Kani Meyer
Recording Secretary,

Dwight Poffenberger
Corresponding Secretary,

Dennis Mason
Treasurer ,  J im Poeh lmann
Ohio Agent,  Dwight Poffenberger
Ind iana Agent ,  M ike  K luesener

C o m m ittee C h a i rpe rso n s
Conservat ion, Dr.  Jon Seymour
Easement Inspect ion,

Mike Kluesener
Educat ion, Velda Mi l ler
Field Tr ips, Jay Stenger
Land Management,  Kani Meyer

John K le in
Programs, Kani Meyer
Research, Dr. Steve Pelikan

(513 )  851 -9835
(513)  948-8630

(513)  241-2324

(51 3) 3Bs-3607
(513)  e31 -4072
(513)  241-2324
(812) 623-7800

(513)  851 -9835

(812) 623-7800
(812)  584-0187
(513) 522-4245
(513) 948-8630
(513) 941-4877
(513) 948-8630
(s13)  681-2s74

Speakers Bureau, Dr.  Jon Seymour (513) 851-9835
Newsle t te rEd i to r ,  Meg Poeh lmann (513)931-4072

Newsletter Emai l .  meggster@fuse.net

Wetland Matters, the newsletter for members of
Oxbow, /nc., is published bimonthly.
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